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The words 'aristocrats', 'aristocracy' and 'aristocratic values' appear in many a study of ancient history and
culture. Sometimes these terms are used with a precise meaning. More often they are casual shorthand for
'upper class', 'ruling elite' and 'high standards'. This book brings together 12 new studies by an impressive
international cast of specialists. It demonstrates not only that true aristocracies were rare in the ancient world,
but also that the modern use of 'aristocracy' in a looser sense is misleading. The word comes with
connotations derived from medieval and modern history. Antiquity, it is here argued, was different.

An introductory chapter by the editors argues that 'aristocracy' is rarely a helpful concept for the analysis of
political struggles, of historical developments or of ideology. The editors call instead for close study of the
varied nature of social inequalities and relationships in particular times and places. The following eleven
chapters explore and in most cases challenge the common assumption that hereditary 'aristocrats' who derive
much of their status, privilege and power from their ancestors are identifiable at most times and places in the
ancient world. They question, too, the related notion that deep ideological divisions existed between
'aristocratic values', such as hospitality, generosity and a disdain for commerce or trade, and the norms and
ideals of lower or 'middling' classes. They do so by detailed analysis of archaeological and literary evidence
for the rise and nature of elites and leisure classes, diverse elite strategies, and political conflicts in a variety
of states across the Mediterranean. Chapters deal with archaic and classical Athens, Samos, Aigina and
Crete; the Greek 'colonial' settlements such as Sicily; archaic Rome and central Italy; and the Roman empire
under the Principate.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Kang:

The reserve with title Aristocracy in Antiquity: Redefining Greek and Roman Elites (Kataloge Und Schriften
Der Staatlichen Bibliothek Regensburg) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Deborah Wilkerson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Aristocracy in Antiquity: Redefining Greek and Roman Elites (Kataloge Und Schriften Der Staatlichen
Bibliothek Regensburg) provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Diana Gum:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Aristocracy in
Antiquity: Redefining Greek and Roman Elites (Kataloge Und Schriften Der Staatlichen Bibliothek
Regensburg) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Herlinda Jerkins:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aristocracy in Antiquity: Redefining Greek and
Roman Elites (Kataloge Und Schriften Der Staatlichen Bibliothek Regensburg) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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