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—Winner of the 2015 Aidoo-Snyder Prize from the Women's Caucus of the African Studies
Association—

“The significance of Making Modern Girls in African studies is incontestable—it is by all standards one
of the most sophisticated studies of girlhood in colonial Africa.”—American Historical Review

In Making Modern Girls, Abosede A. George examines the influence of African social reformers and the
developmentalist colonial state on the practice and ideology of girlhood as well as its intersection with child
labor in Lagos, Nigeria. It draws from gender studies, generational studies, labor history, and urban history to
shed new light on the complex workings of African cities from the turn of the twentieth century through the
nationalist era of the 1950s.

The two major schemes at the center of this study were the modernization project of elite Lagosian women
and the salvationist project of British social workers. By approaching children and youth, specifically girl
hawkers, as social actors and examining the ways in which local and colonial reformers worked upon young
people, the book offers a critical new perspective on the uses of African children for the production and
legitimization of national and international social development initiatives.

Making Modern Girls demonstrates how oral sources can be used to uncover the social history of informal or
undocumented urban workers and to track transformations in practices of childhood over the course of
decades. George revises conventional accounts of the history of development work in Africa by drawing
close attention to the social welfare initiatives of late colonialism and by highlighting the roles that African
women reformers played in promoting sociocultural changes within their own societies.
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From reader reviews:

Lucille Grant:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Making Modern Girls: A History of
Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) is our recommendation
to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Brian Mejia:

This Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New
African Histories) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason
of this Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos
(New African Histories) can be one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and Social
Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

David Dozier:

Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New
African Histories) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
get every word into joy arrangement in writing Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and
Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) however doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ryan Barrett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Making Modern Girls: A History of
Girlhood, Labor, and Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) guide written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Making Modern Girls: A History of Girlhood, Labor, and



Social Development in Colonial Lagos (New African Histories) as good book but not only by the cover but
also by content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.
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