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According to conventional wisdom, the national identity of the Jordanian state was defined by the ruling
Hashemite family, which has governed the country since the 1920s. But this view overlooks the significant
role that the "Arab street"—in this case, ordinary Jordanians and Palestinians—played and continues to play
in defining national identity in Jordan and the Fertile Crescent as a whole. Indeed, as this pathfinding study
makes clear, "the street" no less than the state has been a major actor in the process of nation building in the
Middle East during and after the colonial era.

In this book, Betty Anderson examines the activities of the Jordanian National Movement (JNM), a
collection of leftist political parties that worked to promote pan-Arab unity and oppose the continuation of a
separate Jordanian state from the 1920s through the 1950s. Using primary sources including memoirs,
interviews, poetry, textbooks, and newspapers, as well as archival records, she shows how the expansion of
education, new jobs in the public and private sectors, changes in economic relationships, the establishment of
national militaries, and the explosion of media outlets all converged to offer ordinary Jordanians and
Palestinians (who were under the Jordanian government at the time) an alternative sense of national identity.
Anderson convincingly demonstrates that key elements of the JNM's pan-Arab vision and goals influenced
and were ultimately adopted by the Hashemite elite, even though the movement itself was politically
defeated in 1957.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Nationalist Voices in Jordan: The Street and the State can be very good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Brenda Rodriguez:

Often the book Nationalist Voices in Jordan: The Street and the State has a lot of knowledge on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after perusing this book.

William Matthews:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Nationalist Voices in Jordan: The Street and
the State. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Donna Valdez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This book Nationalist Voices in Jordan: The Street and the State was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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