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As a reader of her literary predecessors, and as a writer who herself contributed to the emerging literary
tradition, Margaret Cavendish is an extraordinary figure whose role in early modern literary history has yet
to be fully acknowledged. In this study, Lara Dodds reassesses the literary invention of Cavendish -- the use
she makes of other writers, her own various forms of writing, and the ways in which she creates her own
literary persona -- to transform our understanding of Cavendish's considerable accomplishments and
influence. In spite of Cavendish's claims that she did little reading whatsoever, Dodds demonstrates that the
duchess was an agile, avid reader (and misreader) of other writers, all of them male, all of them now
considered canonical -- Shakespeare, Jonson, Donne, Milton, Bacon. In each chapter, Dodds discusses
Cavendish's "moments of reading" of these authors, revealing their influence on Cavendish while also
providing a lens to investigate more broadly the many literary forms -- poetry, letters, fiction, drama -- that
Cavendish employed. Seeking a fruitful exchange between literary history and the history of reading, Dodds
examines both the material and social circumstances of reading and the characteristic formal features and
thematic preoccupations of Cavendish's writing in each of the major genres. Thus, not only is our view of
Cavendish and her specific literary achievements enhanced, but we see too the contributions of this female
reader to the emerging idea of "literature" in late seventeenth century England. Most previous studies of
Cavendish have been preoccupied with literary biography, looking into her royalist politics, materialist
natural philosophy, and ambivalent protofeminism. The Literary Invention of Margaret Cavendish is
significant, then, in its focus outward from Cavendish to her most enduring and positive contributions to
literary history -- her revival of an expansive model of literary invention that rests uneasily, but productively,
alongside a Jonsonian aesthetics of the verisimilar and a Hobbesian politics of social strife.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

This The Literary Invention of Margaret Cavendish (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) are usually
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Literary Invention of
Margaret Cavendish (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) can be one of several great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information
that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Literary Invention of Margaret
Cavendish (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Matthew Wallace:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Literary Invention of Margaret Cavendish (Medieval and
Renaissance Literary Studies) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this
book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book offers high quality.

Eileen Vaughan:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Literary Invention of
Margaret Cavendish (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The
Literary Invention of Margaret Cavendish (Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies) become your own
starter.

Donald Foster:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work the



following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be The Literary Invention of Margaret Cavendish (Medieval and
Renaissance Literary Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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