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Few of the great stories of medicine are as palpably dramatic as the invention of open-heart surgery, yet,
until now, no journalist has ever brought all of the thrilling specifics of this triumph to life.

This is the story of the surgeon many call the father of open-heart surgery, Dr. C. Walton Lillehei, who,
along with colleagues at University Hospital in Minneapolis and a small band of pioneers elsewhere,
accomplished what many experts considered to be an impossible feat: He opened the heart, repaired fatal
defects, and made the miraculous routine.

Acclaimed author G. Wayne Miller draws on archival research and exclusive interviews with Lillehei and
legendary pioneers such as Michael DeBakey and Christiaan Barnard, taking readers into the lives of these
doctors and their patients as they progress toward their landmark achievement. In the tradition of works by
Richard Rhodes and Tracy Kidder, King of Hearts tells the story of an important and gripping piece of
forgotten science history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Booth:

The book King of Hearts: The True Story of the Maverick Who Pioneered Open Heart Surgery make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading a book King of Hearts: The True Story of the Maverick Who Pioneered Open Heart Surgery to be
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a publication King of
Hearts: The True Story of the Maverick Who Pioneered Open Heart Surgery. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Marlin Peterson:

Why? Because this King of Hearts: The True Story of the Maverick Who Pioneered Open Heart Surgery is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress
you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

William Matthews:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This King of Hearts: The True Story of
the Maverick Who Pioneered Open Heart Surgery can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Marcella Baird:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of King of Hearts: The True Story of the
Maverick Who Pioneered Open Heart Surgery can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at
this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe
your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate?
We need to have King of Hearts: The True Story of the Maverick Who Pioneered Open Heart Surgery.
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