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A memoir in paintings and words by internationally acclaimed illustrator, author, and teacher James
McMullan.

A Booklist Top 10 Biography for Youth

“It is this dreamlike quality of my memories that I wanted to capture in some way in the paintings that
accompany the text--to suggest in the images that the events occurred a long time ago in a simpler yet more
exotic world, and that the players in that world, including me, are at a distance.”

Artist James McMullan’s work has appeared in the pages of virtually every American magazine, on the
posters for more than seventy Lincoln Center theater productions, and in bestselling picture books. Now, in a
unique memoir comprising more than fifty short essays and illustrations, the artist explores how his early
childhood in China and wartime journeys with his mother influenced his whole life, especially his painting
and illustration.

James McMullan was born in Tsingtao, North China, in 1934, the grandson of missionaries who settled
there. As a little boy, Jim took for granted a privileged life of household servants, rickshaw rides, and picnics
on the shore—until World War II erupted and life changed drastically. Jim’s father, a British citizen fluent in
several Chinese dialects, joined the Allied forces. For the next several years, Jim and his mother moved from
one place to another—Shanghai, San Francisco, Vancouver, Darjeeling—first escaping Japanese occupation
then trying to find security, with no clear destination except the unpredictable end of the war. For Jim, those
ever-changing years took on the quality of a dream, sometimes a nightmare, a feeling that persists in the
stunning full-page, full-color paintings that along with their accompanying text tell the story of Leaving
China.
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From reader reviews:

Yadira Singh:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Leaving
China: An Artist Paints His World War II Childhood suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well
known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Leaving China: An Artist Paints His World War II
Childhoodis the main one of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever
know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world in this book.

Thomas Brim:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually Leaving China: An Artist Paints His World War II Childhood.

Samuel Lashley:

You could spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Leaving China: An Artist Paints His World
War II Childhood is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Nancy Steffen:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Leaving China: An Artist Paints His World War II Childhood can make you feel
more interested to read.
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