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Blocking out, turning a blind eye, shutting off, not wanting to know, wearing blinkers, seeing what we want
to see ... these are all expressions of 'denial'. Alcoholics who refuse to recognize their condition, people who
brush aside suspicions of their partner's infidelity, the wife who doesn't notice that her husband is abusing
their daughter - are supposedly 'in denial'. Governments deny their responsibility for atrocities, and plan
them to achieve 'maximum deniability'. Truth Commissions try to overcome the suppression and denial of
past horrors. Bystander nations deny their responsibility to intervene.

Do these phenomena have anything in common? When we deny, are we aware of what we are doing or is
this an unconscious defence mechanism to protect us from unwelcome truths? Can there be cultures of
denial? How do organizations like Amnesty and Oxfam try to overcome the public's apparent indifference to
distant suffering and cruelty? Is denial always so bad - or do we need positive illusions to retain our sanity?

States of Denial is the first comprehensive study of both the personal and political ways in which
uncomfortable realities are avoided and evaded. It ranges from clinical studies of depression, to media
images of suffering, to explanations of the 'passive bystander' and 'compassion fatigue'. The book shows how
organized atrocities - the Holocaust and other genocides, torture, and political massacres - are denied by
perpetrators and by bystanders, those who stand by and do nothing.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Johnson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and Suffering, you can tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Julie Tice:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and Suffering it is quite
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Raymond Crandall:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and Suffering can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Richard Manning:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and
Suffering to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and
study it. Beside that the guide States of Denial: Knowing about Atrocities and Suffering can to be your new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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