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Most Americans, when pressed, have a vague sense of how they would like to die. They may imagine a
quick and painless end or a gentle passing away during sleep. Some may wish for time to prepare and make
peace with themselves, their friends, and their families. Others would prefer not to know what's coming, a
swift, clean break. Yet all fear that the reality will be painful and prolonged; all fear the loss of control that
could accompany dying.
That fear is justified. It is also historically unprecedented. In the past thirty years, the advent of medical
technology capable of sustaining life without restoring health, the expectation that a critically ill person need
not die, and the conviction that medicine should routinely thwart death have significantly changed where,
when, and how Americans die and put us all in the position of doing something about death.
In a penetrating and revelatory study, medical anthropologist Sharon R. Kaufman examines the powerful
center of those changes -- the hospital, where most Americans die today. In the hospital world, the deep,
irresolvable tension between the urge to extend life at all costs and the desire to allow "letting go" is rarely
acknowledged, yet it underlies everything that happens there among patients, families, and health
professionals. Over the course of two years, Kaufman observed and interviewed critically ill patients, their
families, doctors, nurses, and other hospital staff at three community hospitals. In...And a Time to Die, her
research places us at the heart of that science-driven yet fractured and often irrational world of health care
delivery, where empathetic yet frustrated, hard-working yet constrained professionals both respond to and
create the anxieties and often inchoate expectations of patients and families, who must make "decisions" they
are ill-prepared to make.
Filled with actual conversations between patients and doctors, families and hospital staff,...And a Time to Die
clearly and carefully exposes the reasons for complicated questions about medical care at the end of life: for
example, why "heroic" treatment so often overrides "humane" care; why patients and families are ambivalent
about choosing death though they claim to want control; what constitutes quality of life and life itself; and,
ultimately, why a "good" death is so elusive.
In elegant, compelling prose, Kaufman links the experiences of patients and families, the work of hospital
staff, and the ramifications of institutional bureaucracy to show the invisible power of the hospital system
itself -- its rules, mandates, and daily activity -- in shaping death and our individual experience of it.
...And a Time to Die is a provocative, illuminating, and necessary read for anyone working in or navigating
the health care system today, providing a much-needed road map to the disorienting territory of the hospital,
where we all are asked to make life-and-death choices.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Partain:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a reserve. The book And a Time to Die: How American Hospitals Shape the End of Life it is
very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Rose Bennett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled And a
Time to Die: How American Hospitals Shape the End of Life the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The And a Time to Die: How American Hospitals Shape the End of Life
giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Jeffrey Blough:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is And a Time to Die: How American Hospitals Shape the End of Life. This book that
is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Benjamin Herrera:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and And a Time to Die: How American Hospitals
Shape the End of Life as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students



especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes And a Time to Die: How American Hospitals Shape the End of Life to make
your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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