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The Silk Road is as iconic in world history as the Colossus of Rhodes or the Suez Canal. But what was it,
exactly? It conjures up a hazy image of a caravan of camels laden with silk on a dusty desert track, reaching
from China to Rome. The reality was different--and far more interesting--as revealed in this new history.

In The Silk Road, Valerie Hansen describes the remarkable archeological finds that revolutionize our
understanding of these trade routes. For centuries, key records remained hidden-sometimes deliberately
buried by bureaucrats for safe keeping. But the sands of the Taklamakan Desert have revealed fascinating
material, sometimes preserved by illiterate locals who recycled official documents to make insoles for shoes
or garments for the dead. Hansen explores seven oases along the road, from Xi'an to Samarkand, where
merchants, envoys, pilgrims, and travelers mixed in cosmopolitan communities, tolerant of religions from
Buddhism to Zoroastrianism. There was no single, continuous road, but a chain of markets that traded
between east and west. China and the Roman Empire had very little direct trade. China's main partners were
the peoples of modern-day Iran, whose tombs in China reveal much about their Zoroastrian beliefs. Silk was
not the most important good on the road; paper, invented in China before Julius Caesar was born, had a
bigger impact in Europe, while metals, spices, and glass were just as important as silk. Perhaps most
significant of all was the road's transmission of ideas, technologies, and artistic motifs.

The Silk Road is a fascinating story of archeological discovery, cultural transmission, and the intricate chains
across Central Asia and China.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Silk
Road: A New History? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Marcos Anderson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Silk Road: A New
History book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Diane Russel:

The reason? Because this The Silk Road: A New History is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Deborah Anderson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Silk Road: A New History book written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Silk Road: A New History as good book not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its protect, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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