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Why has democracy in Colombia and Venezuela evolved in very different directions? In Precarious
Democracies, AnaMaria Bejarano provides a comparative historical analysis of how the democratic regimes
in these two countries have diverged, following similar transitions from authoritarian rule to democracy in
the late 1950s.

Rather than focusing on resource-driven explanations, such asthe role of oil in Venezuelaand coffeein
Colombia, or on short-term elite choices and calculations, Bejarano argues that democratic development in
Colombia and Venezuelais best understood from a vantage point that privileges political history, especially
the history of institutional evolution. The book makes the case that a comparative historical institutional
framework--focused both on institutional legacies from the distant past (such as the state and political
parties) and on those from more recent critical junctures (the foundational pacts)--provides the best lens to
account for the divergent trgjectories followed by democratic regimesin Colombiaand Venezuelain the
second half of the twentieth century.

"Precarious Democracies. Understanding Regime Stability and Change in Colombia and Venezuela is not
only an original contribution to the study of comparative politicsin Latin America, but also fillsagap in
understanding the complex political process of two neighboring countries that have not received sufficient
academic attention. Ana Maria Bejarano's study pioneers arigorous balance of state and party formation,
types and patterns of interparty conflict, and cooperation, before moving into a detailed explanation of
divergent outcomes of what Scott Mainwaring labels democratic 'transitions through extrication.' " --Gabriel
Murillo Castano, University of the Andes-Bogota

"This book provides the first sustained, theoretically-guided comparison and explanation of the evolution of
these two increasingly troubled democracies in South America. The strength of the book liesin its careful
deployment of analysisin an historical-institutionalist tradition.” --Jonathan Hartlyn, University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill
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From reader reviews:
Kathy Natal:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these individual s survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a
whileisreading. Y eah, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Precarious
Democracies. Understanding Regime Stability and Change in Colombia and Venezuela (ND Kellogg Inst
Int'l Studies) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Adria Jenkins:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the eraand that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Precarious Democracies. Understanding Regime
Stability and Change in Colombia and Venezuela (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies) is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bertha Wood:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Precarious
Democracies. Understanding Regime Stability and Change in Colombia and Venezuela (ND Kellogg Inst
Int'l Studies) iskind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Shawn Stoltzfus:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Precarious Democracies; Understanding
Regime Stability and Change in Colombia and Venezuela (ND Kellogg Inst Int'l Studies), it is possible to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh can
occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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