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A stunning new book about the role of animals in our lives, by a popular and acclaimed writer
 
From the time she is nine years old, biking to the farmland outside her suburban home, where she discovers a
disquieting world of sleeping cows and a “Private Way” full of the wondrous and creepy creatures of the
wild—spiders, deer, moles, chipmunks, and foxes—Lauren Slater finds in animals a refuge from her
troubled life. As she matures, her attraction to animals strengthens and grows more complex and compelling
even as her family is falling to pieces around her. Slater spends a summer at horse camp, where she
witnesses the alternating horrific and loving behavior of her instructor toward the animals in her charge and
comes to question the bond that so often develops between females and their equines. Slater’s questions
follow her to a foster family, her own parents no longer able to care for her. A pet raccoon, rescued from a
hole in the wall, teaches her how to feel at home away from home. The two Shiba Inu puppies Slater adopts
years later, against her husband’s will, grow increasingly important to her as she ages and her family begins
to grow.

Slater’s husband is a born skeptic and possesses a sternly scientific view of animals as unconscious,
primitive creatures, one who insists “that an animal’s worth is roughly equivalent to its edibility.” As one of
her dogs, Lila, goes blind and the medical bills and monthly expenses begin to pour in, he calculates the
financial burden of their canine family member and finds that Lila has cost them about $60,000, not to
mention the approximately 400 pounds of feces she has deposited in their yard. But when Benjamin begins
to suffer from chronic pain, Lauren is convinced it is Lila’s resilience and the dog’s quick adaptation to her
blindness that draws her husband out of his own misery and motivates him to try to adjust to his situation.
Ben never becomes a true believer or a die-hard animal lover, but his story and the stories Lauren tells of her
own bond with animals convince her that our connections with the furry, the four-legged, the exoskeleton-ed,
or the winged may be just as priceless as our human relationships.

The $60,000 Dog is Lauren Slater’s intimate manifesto on the unique, invaluable, and often essential
contributions animals make to our lives. As a psychologist, a reporter, an amateur naturalist, and above all an
enormously gifted writer, she draws us into the stories of her passion for animals that are so much more than
pets. She describes her intense love for the animals in her life without apology and argues, finally, that the
works of Darwin and other evolutionary biologists prove that, when it comes to worth, animals are equal,
and in some senses even superior, to human beings.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Mika:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The $60,000 Dog: My Life with Animals. Try to the actual book The
$60,000 Dog: My Life with Animals as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Joseph Benoit:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled The $60,000 Dog: My Life with Animals your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get ahead of. The The $60,000 Dog: My Life with Animals giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Chris Wolf:

The $60,000 Dog: My Life with Animals can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort
that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The $60,000 Dog: My Life with Animals yet
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe
you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.

Charles Shrader:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The $60,000
Dog: My Life with Animals which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
observe.
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