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Speech act theory has taught us "how to do things with words." Arresting Language turns its attention in the
opposite direction—toward the surprising things that language can undo and leave undone. In the eight
essays of this volume, arresting language is seen as language at rest, words no longer in service to the project
of establishing conventions or instituting legal regimes. Concentrating on both widely known and seldom-
read texts from a variety of philosophers, writers, and critics—from Leibniz and Mendelssohn, through
Kleist and Hebel, to Benjamin and Irigaray—the book analyzes the genesis and structure of interruption, a
topic of growing interest to contemporary literary studies, continental philosophy, legal studies, and
theological reflection.

Beginning with an exposition of Hölderlin's rigorous account of interruption in terms of the "pure word," in
which the event of representation alone appears, Arresting Language identifies critical moments in
philosophical and literary texts during which language itself—without any identifiable speaker—arrests
otherwise continuous processes and procedures, including the process of representation and the procedures
for its legitimization. The book then investigates a series of pure words: the fatal verdict (arrêt) of divine
wisdom in Leibniz, the performance of Jewish ceremonial practices in Mendelssohn, the issuing of
unauthorized arrest warrants in Kleist, fraudulent acts of storytelling in Hebel, the eruption of tragic silence
and the "mass strike" in Benjamin, and the recurrence of angelic intervention in Irigaray.

At the center of this volume is a detailed explication of Benjamin's effort to transform Husserl's program for
a phenomenological epoche into a paradoxically nonprogrammatic, paradisal epoche, by means of which the
structure of paradise can be exactly outlined and the Messianic moment—as the ultimate event of arresting
language—can at last appear to enter into its own.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Yates:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important usually. The book Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin ended
up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Arresting Language: From
Leibniz to Benjamin. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

William Lyons:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin as
your daily resource information.

Mason Childress:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
and every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get just before. The Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin giving you one more experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now
let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time
activity?

Ann Reiter:

You may get this Arresting Language: From Leibniz to Benjamin by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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