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“This is the best autobiography I’ve read by a prominent American in I don’t know how many years. It is
endlessly absorbing and I believe this is because it concerns a man who is looking to find a coherent
philosophy that will be tough enough to contain all that is ugly in his person and his experience, yet shall
prove sufficiently compassionate to give honest judgment on himself and others. Somehow, the author brings
this off. Elia Kazan: A Life has that candor of confession which is possible only when the deepest wounds
have healed and honesty can achieve what honesty so rarely arrives at—a rich and hearty flavor. By such
means, a famous director has written a book that offers the kind of human wealth we find in a major novel.”
   —Norman Mailer
 
In this amazing autobiography, Kazan at seventy-eight brings to the undiluted telling of his story—and
revelation of himself—all the passion, vitality, and truth, the almost outrageous honesty, that have made him
so formidable a stage director (A Streetcar Named Desire, Death of a Salesman, All My Sons, Cat on a Hot
Tin Roof, Tea and Sympathy), film director (On the Waterfront, East of Eden, Gentleman’s Agreement,
Splendor in the Grass, Baby Doll, The Last Tycoon, A Face in the Crowd), and novelist (the number-one
best-seller The Arrangement.)

Kazan gives us his sense of himself as an outsider (a Greek rug merchant’s son born in Turkey, an
immigrant’s son raised in New York and educated at Williams College). He takes us into the almost
accidental sojourn at the Yale Drama School that triggered his commitment to theatre, and his edgy, exciting
apprenticeship with the new and astonishing Group Theatre, as stagehand and stage manager—and as actor
(Waiting for Lefty, Golden Boy) . . . his first nervous and then successful attempts at directing for theatre and
movies (The Skin of Our Teeth, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn) . . . his return to New York to co-found the
Actors Studio (and his long and ambivalent relationship with Lee Strasberg) . . . his emergence as premier
director on both coasts.

With his director’s eye for the telling scene, Kazan shares the joys and complications of production, his
unique insights on acting, directing, and producing. He makes us feel the close presence of the actors,
producers, and writers he’s worked with—James Dean, Marlon Brando, Tennessee Williams, Vivien Leigh,
Tallulah Bankhead, Sam Spiegel, Darryl Zanuck, Harold Clurman, Arthur Miller, Budd Schulberg, James
Baldwin, Clifford Odets, and John Steinbeck among them. He gives us a frank and affectionate portrait of
Marilyn Monroe. He talks with startling candor about himself as husband and—in the years where he
obsessively sought adventure outside marriage—as lover. For the first time, he discusses his Communist
Party years and his wrenching decision in 1952 to be a cooperative witness before HUAC. He writes about
his birth as a writer.

The pace and organic drama of his narrative, his grasp of the life and politics of Broadway and Hollywood,
the keenness with which he observes the men and women and worlds around him, and, above all, the honest
with which he pursues and captures his own essence, make this one of the most fascinating autobiographies
of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Tipton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Elia Kazan: A Life book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Elia Kazan: A Life as good book not only by the cover but
also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Nicholas Valles:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Elia Kazan: A Life which is
having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Anna Humphrey:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Elia Kazan: A Life can make you sense more interested to read.

Gene Lyons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books
that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Elia Kazan: A Life.
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