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An introduction to literary theory unlike any other, Ten Lessons in Theory engages its readers with three
fundamental premises. The first premise is that a genuinely productive understanding of theory depends upon
a considerably more sustained encounter with the foundational writings of Hegel, Marx, Nietzsche, and
Freud than any reader is likely to get from the introductions to theory that are currently available. The second
premise involves what Fredric Jameson describes as "the conviction that of all the writing called theoretical,
Lacan's is the richest." Entertaining this conviction, the book pays more (and more careful) attention to the
richness of Lacan's writing than does any other introduction to literary theory. The third and most distinctive
premise of the book is that literary theory isn't simply theory "about" literature, but that theory fundamentally
is literature, after all.

Ten Lessons in Theory argues, and even demonstrates, that "theoretical writing" is nothing if not a specific
genre of "creative writing," a particular way of engaging in the art of the sentence, the art of making
sentences that make trouble-sentences that make, or desire to make, radical changes in the very fabric of
social reality.

As its title indicates, the book proceeds in the form of ten "lessons," each based on an axiomatic sentence
selected from the canon of theoretical writing. Each lesson works by creatively unpacking its featured
sentence and exploring the sentence's conditions of possibility and most radical implications. In the course of
exploring the conditions and consequences of these troubling sentences, the ten lessons work and play
together to articulate the most basic assumptions and motivations supporting theoretical writing, from its
earliest stirrings to its most current turbulences.

Provided in each lesson is a working glossary: specific critical keywords are boldfaced on their first
appearance and defined either in the text or in a footnote. But while each lesson constitutes a precise
explication of the working terms and core tenets of theoretical writing, each also attempts to exemplify theory
as a "practice of creativity" (Foucault) in itself.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing.
Try to face the book Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Jesica Demarco:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction
to Theoretical Writing, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Jessie Henricks:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for you
is Ten Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing this publication consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.

Donna Hubbard:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the Ten
Lessons in Theory: An Introduction to Theoretical Writing when you needed it?
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