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The vivid history of Beale Street—a lost world of swaggering musicians, glamorous madams, and ruthless
politicians—and the battle for the soul of Memphis.

Following the Civil War, Beale Street in Memphis, Tennessee, thrived as a cauldron of sex and song,
violence and passion. But out of this turmoil emerged a center of black progress, optimism, and cultural
ferment. Preston Lauterbach tells this vivid, fascinating story through the multigenerational saga of a family
whose ambition, race pride, and moral complexity indelibly shaped the city that would loom so large in
American life.

Robert Church, who would become “the South’s first black millionaire,” was a mulatto slave owned by his
white father. Having survived a deadly race riot in 1866, Church constructed an empire of vice in the
booming river town. He made a fortune with saloons, gambling, and—shockingly—white prostitution. But
he also nurtured the militant journalism of Ida B. Wells and helped revolutionize American music through
the work of composer W.C. Handy, the man who claimed to have invented the blues.

In the face of Jim Crow, the Church fortune helped fashion the most powerful black political organization of
the early twentieth century. Robert and his son, Bob Jr., bought and sold property, founded a bank, and
created a park and auditorium for their people finer than the places whites had forbidden them to attend.

However, the Church family operated through a tense arrangement with the Democrat machine run by the
notorious E. H. “Boss” Crump, who stole elections and controlled city hall. The battle between this black
dynasty and the white political machine would define the future of Memphis.

Brilliantly researched and swiftly plotted, Beale Street Dynasty offers a captivating account of one of
America’s iconic cities—by one of our most talented narrative historians.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Reed:

This Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
you read a lot of information you will get. That Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the
Soul of Memphis without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't be worry Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis can
bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of
Memphis having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Nelson Gendron:

The knowledge that you get from Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis
could be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and
the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis
instantly.

Judy Yelle:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer might be Beale Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of
Memphis why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ernest Nunez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be study. Beale



Street Dynasty: Sex, Song, and the Struggle for the Soul of Memphis can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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