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Lost Horizon is a 1933 novel by English writer James Hilton. It is best remembered as the origin of Shangri-
La, a fictional utopian lamasery high in the mountains of Tibet. Hugh Conway, a veteran member of the
British diplomatic service, finds inner peace, love, and a sense of purpose in Shangri-La, whose inhabitants
enjoy unheard-of longevity. Among the book's themes is an allusion to the possibility of another cataclysmic
world war brewing, as indeed it was at the time. It is said to have been inspired at least in part by accounts of
travels in Tibetan borderlands, published in the National Geographic by the explorer and botanist Joseph
Rock. The remote communities he visited, such as Muli, show many similarities to the fictional Shangri-La.
One such town, Zhongdian, has now officially renamed itself as Shangri La (Chinese: Xianggelila) because
of its claim to be the inspiration for the novel. The book explicitly notes that having made war on the ground
man would now fill the skies with death, and that all precious things were in danger of being lost, like the
lost histories of Rome ("Lost books of Livy"). It was hoped that overlooked by the violent, Shangri-la would
preserve them and reveal them later to a receptive world exhausted by war. That was the real purpose of the
Lamasary; study, inner peace and long life were a side benefit to living there. Conway is a veteran of the
trench warfare of WWI, with the emotional state frequently cited after that war--a sense of emotional
exhaustion or accelerated emotional aging. This harmonizes with the existing residents of the lamasary and
he is strongly attracted to life at Shangri-La.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Jones:

This book untitled Lost Horizon to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this book from your list.

Joshua West:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be go through. Lost Horizon can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Charles Moreno:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Lost Horizon or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Lost Horizon to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Richard Dike:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Lost Horizon.
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