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Although credited with the rise of domesticity, eighteenth-century British culture singularly lacked narratives
of good mothers, ostensibly the most domestic of females. With startling frequency, the best mother was
absent, disembodied, voiceless, or dead. British culture told tales almost exclusively of wicked, surrogate, or
spectral mothers—revealing the defects of domestic ideology, the cultural fascination with standards and
deviance, and the desire to police maternal behaviors.

Monstrous Motherhood analyzes eighteenth-century motherhood in light of the inconsistencies among
domestic ideology, narrative, and historical practice. If domesticity was so important, why is the good
mother’s story absent or peripheral? What do the available maternal narratives suggest about domestic
ideology and the expectations and enactment of motherhood? By focusing on literary and historical mothers
in novels, plays, poems, diaries, conduct manuals, contemporary court cases, realist fiction, fairy tales, satire,
and romance, Marilyn Francus reclaims silenced maternal voices and perspectives. She exposes the
mechanisms of maternal marginalization and spectralization in eighteenth-century culture and revises the
domesticity thesis.

Monstrous Motherhood will compel scholars in eighteenth-century studies, women’s studies, family history,
and cultural studies to reevaluate a foundational assumption that has driven much of the discourse in their
fields.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Monstrous Motherhood. Try to make book Monstrous
Motherhood as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Eric Langley:

The book Monstrous Motherhood make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Monstrous Motherhood for being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication Monstrous
Motherhood. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Beverly Hummell:

This Monstrous Motherhood are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Monstrous Motherhood can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that possibly will shock
your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Monstrous Motherhood giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Christine Cote:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Monstrous Motherhood can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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