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In this issue, we focus on the Democratic Republic of Congo, often referred to as the DRC, and formerly
known variously as the Congo Free State, Belgian Congo, The Congo, Congo/Leopoldville, Congo/Kinshasa
and Zaire. The DRC is a country rent by ethnic strife and civil war since 1994, culminating in the First
Congo War that toppled Mobutu in 1997. Since 1998, the country has suffered greatly from the impacts of
the devastating Second Congo War (sometimes referred to as the African World War), and believed to be the
world's deadliest conflict since World War II. Contributors to this issue discuss these conflicts, efforts at
mediation, and current talks of post conflict reconstructions. Henri Boshoff discusses the demobilisation,
disarmament and re-integration processes in the DRC in the context of the reform of the country's security
sector, noting that it is important not just to reform the defence sector, but also the police, justice and
governance sectors. Vasu Gounden & Karanja Mbugua wonder whether the DRC is finally emerging from
"hell" after a four year transition period led by Jospeh Kabila, and the first multiparty election in the country
since independence in 2006, which Joseph Kabila won. They discuss the challenges of post-conflict
reconstruction, noting that though the DRC remains turbulent, the African Union and the UN-led conflict
transformation processes have reached a turning point. Franco Henwood assesses some of the key issues at
the root of country's problems, blaming it on the country's predatory elites who " rob, pillage and plunder
with impunity." While conceding that Kabila's leadership in ending the war in the country, and opposition
leader Jean-Pierre Bemba'sdecision to honour the election result may be indicative of a normative shift in the
country's politics, he argues that there remains enormous obstacles that must be overcome in the struggle to
rebuild the country. Thierry Vircoulon discusses the key agenda for such reconstruction efforts while Gerrie
Swart revisits the key actors in the conflict transformation processes in the country. Kongosi & Ben
Mussanzi wa Mussangu however believe the humanitarian disaster in the country has only changed face
since the 2006 elections, noting numerous instances of post-election conflicts. Sehlare Makgetlaneng
examines the role of external and internal actors in the socioeconomic and political configurations of the
DRC. René Lemarchand uses the DRC, Rwanda and Burundi to discuss power sharing arrangements among
different contending groups in Africa, observing that though " power-sharing experiments in Africa have
generally failed, this does not necessarily invalidate the case for consociationalism" Elizabeth Parsons
discusses reforms in the natural resources sector in the post-election DRC, and argues that "the election of a
new government and establishment of new political institutions in the DRC provide an ideal opportunity for
broad-ranging reforms in a country notorious for widespread mismanagement, corruption and absence of the
rule of law." Besides articles on the DRC, we also brought an update on the post-election situation in
Nigeria.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Perez:

This The Democratic Republic of Congo: From Peace Rhetoric to Sustainable Political Stability? (African
Renaissance) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you will get by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That The Democratic
Republic of Congo: From Peace Rhetoric to Sustainable Political Stability? (African Renaissance) without
we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry The Democratic Republic of Congo: From Peace Rhetoric to Sustainable Political Stability? (African
Renaissance) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This The Democratic Republic of Congo: From Peace
Rhetoric to Sustainable Political Stability? (African Renaissance) having good arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kelli Smith:

Often the book The Democratic Republic of Congo: From Peace Rhetoric to Sustainable Political Stability?
(African Renaissance) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author
style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Democratic Republic of Congo: From Peace Rhetoric to Sustainable
Political Stability? (African Renaissance) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Maryellen Tilley:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Democratic Republic of Congo: From Peace Rhetoric to Sustainable Political Stability? (African
Renaissance).

Pedro Gonzales:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and



soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you is The Democratic Republic of Congo: From Peace Rhetoric to Sustainable Political
Stability? (African Renaissance) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world
now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why
this book appropriate all of you.
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