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Since the collapse of the Soviet Union, the legacy of the historian, ethnographer, and geographer Lev
Nikolaevich Gumilev (1912–1992) has attracted extraordinary interest in Russia and beyond. The son of two
of modern Russia's greatest poets, Nikolai Gumilev and Anna Akhmatova, Gumilev spent thirteen years in
Stalinist prison camps, and after his release in 1956 remained officially outcast and professionally shunned.
Out of the tumult of perestroika, however, his writings began to attract attention and he himself became a
well-known and popular figure.

Despite his highly controversial (and often contradictory) views about the meaning of Russian history, the
nature of ethnicity, and the dynamics of interethnic relations, Gumilev now enjoys a degree of admiration
and adulation matched by few if any other public intellectual figures in the former Soviet Union. He is freely
compared to Albert Einstein and Karl Marx, and his works today sell millions of copies and have been
adopted as official textbooks in Russian high schools. Universities and mountain peaks alike are named in
his honor, and a statue of him adorns a prominent thoroughfare in a major city. Leading politicians, President
Vladimir Putin very much included, are unstinting in their deep appreciation for his legacy, and one of the
most important foreign-policy projects of the Russian government today is clearly inspired by his particular
vision of how the Eurasian peoples formed a historical community.

In The Gumilev Mystique, Mark Bassin presents an analysis of this remarkable phenomenon. He investigates
the complex structure of Gumilev's theories, revealing how they reflected and helped shape a variety of
academic as well as political and social discourses in the USSR, and he traces how his authority has grown
yet greater across the former Soviet Union. The themes he highlights while untangling Gumilev's
complicated web of influence are critical to understanding the political, intellectual, and ethno-national
dynamics of Russian society from the age of Stalin to the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Gumilev Mystique:
Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after
Socialism) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Terry White:

Often the book The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of Community in
Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this
book very acceptable to you. The book The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the
Construction of Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) is much recommended
to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Timothy Bullock:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics,
Eurasianism, and the Construction of Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism),
you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type
is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading
friends.

Phillip Darrah:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Gumilev Mystique: Biopolitics, Eurasianism,
and the Construction of Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after Socialism) can give you a
lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some
other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Gumilev Mystique:



Biopolitics, Eurasianism, and the Construction of Community in Modern Russia (Culture and Society after
Socialism).
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