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"A beautifully cadenced work of art—it will remind some readers of Nabokov's classic Speak,
Memory."—Joyce Carol Oates

Paris in the 1930s—melancholy, erotic, intensely politicized—provides the poetic beginning for this
remarkable autobiography by one of America's most renowned literary scholars. In Trains of Thought Victor
Brombert recaptures the story of his youth in a Proustian reverie, recalling, with a rare combination of humor
and tenderness, his childhood in France, his family's escape to America during the Vichy regime, his
experiences in the U.S. Army from the invasion of Normandy to the occupation of Berlin, and his discovery
of his scholarly vocation. In shimmering prose, Brombert evokes his upbringing in Paris's upper-middle-
class 16th arrondissement, a world where "the sweetness of things" masked the class tensions and political
troubles that threatened the stability of the French democracy. Using the train as a metaphor to describe his
personal journey, Brombert recalls his boyhood enchantment with railway travel—even imagining that he
had been conceived on a sleeper. But the young Brombert sensed that "the poetry of the railroad also had its
darker side, for there was the turmoil of departures, the terror . . . of being pursued by a gigantic locomotive,
the nightmare of derailments, or of being trapped in a tunnel." With time, Brombert became acutely aware of
the grimmer aspects of life around him—the death of his sister, Nora, on an operating table, the tragic
disappearance of his boyhood love, Dany, with her infant child, and the mounting cries of "Sale Juif," or
"dirty Jew," that grew from a whisper into a thundering din as the decade drew to a close. The invasion of
May 1940 dispelled the optimistic belief, shared by most of the French nation, that the horrors that had
descended on Germany could never happen to them. The family was forced to flee from Paris, first to Nice,
then to Spain, and finally across the Atlantic on a banana freighter to America. Discovering the excitement of
New York, Brombert nonetheless hoped to return to France in an American uniform once the United States
entered the war. He joined the U.S. Army in 1943, and soon found himself with General Patton's old "Hell-
on-Wheels" division at Omaha Beach, then in Paris at the time of its liberation, and later at the Battle of the
Bulge. The final chapter concludes with Brombert's return to America, his enrollment at Yale University, and
the beginning of a literary voyage whose origins are poignantly captured in this coming-of-age story. Trains
of Thought is a virtuosic accomplishment, and a memoir that is likely to become a classic account of both
memory and experience.
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From reader reviews:

Louie Thompson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Trains of Thought: Memories of a
Stateless Youth. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Jorge Eaton:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Trains of Thought: Memories of a Stateless Youth your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get previous to. The Trains of Thought: Memories of a Stateless Youth giving you
one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life
in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Willie Quinones:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Trains of Thought: Memories of a
Stateless Youth is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Carlos Lauzon:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Trains of Thought: Memories of a Stateless
Youth was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Trains of Thought:
Memories of a Stateless Youth has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading this.
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