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This book offers a fresh perspective on North American history, and the key role played by Halifax and
Victoria in ensuring that Canada emerged as an independent country in the 20th century.

Brian Elson focuses on the significance of the bases for the all-powerful British navy at Halifax and Victoria
through the 19th century and the First World War. As he explains, Halifax gave the Royal Navy the land
base they needed to project British power along the whole east Atlantic coast of North America. Victoria’s
Esquimault did the same thing for the Pacific coast.

During the 1800s the United States grew dramatically, adding huge swaths of lands west, south and north
that had belonged to France, Spain, Mexico, and Russia – while pushing aside native peoples. More than
once the American government came into conflict with Britain over British territory in North America. There
were threats of war and annexation, and American popular support for absorbing Canada was strong.

In this book Bryan Elson shows how the British presence in Halifax, and later in Victoria, stood in the way
of US designs on Canada. American leaders knew that the British Navy, with its bases on both coasts, had
the power to cut them off from the rest of the world with a naval blockade. The American threat to Canada
was effectively countered by the British presence in these two cities.

The two bastions played their most important role in the early years of the First World War. As Bryan Elson
explains, in 1914 the United States stood aside while the British Empire, including Canada, took on
Germany. In this situation, the British navy – including the Canadian navy’s first east coast warship –
mounted a show of force by stopping all incoming and outgoing traffic from the port of New York. This
lasted until the US finally opted into the war, on the side of Britain, in 1917.

Meanwhile, on the west coast the Equimault naval base was buttressed by the extraordinary action of the
B.C. provincial government – which at the start of the war bought two new submarines from a shipyard in
Seattle for the fledgling Canadian navy.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Abney:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around
the world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Canada's Bastions of Empire:
Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think this open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Steven Jones:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great and important the book Canada's Bastions of Empire:
Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Robert Lewis:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Canada's Bastions of Empire:
Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918 can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking
out this one book you have matter that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let us have Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy 1749-1918.

Thomas Busch:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library.
They go to there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Canada's Bastions of Empire: Halifax, Victoria and the Royal Navy
1749-1918 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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