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Beauty pageants are wildly popular in the U.S. Virgin Islands, outnumbering any other single performance
event and capturing the attention of the local people from toddlers to seniors. Local beauty contests provide
women opportunities to demonstrate talent, style, the values of black womanhood, and the territory's social
mores.

Queen of the Virgins: Pageantry and Black Womanhood in the Caribbean is a comprehensive look at the
centuries-old tradition of these expressions in the Virgin Islands. M. Cynthia Oliver maps the trajectory of
pageantry from its colonial precursors at tea meetings, dance dramas, and street festival parades to its current
incarnation as the beauty pageant or "queen show." For the author, pageantry becomes a lens through which
to view the region's understanding of gender, race, sexuality, class, and colonial power.

Focusing on the queen show, Oliver reveals its twin roots in slave celebrations that parodied white colonial
behavior and created creole royal rituals and celebrations heavily influenced by Africanist aesthetics. Using
the U.S. Virgin Islands as an intriguing case study, Oliver shows how the pageant continues to reflect,
reinforce, and challenge Caribbean cultural values concerning femininity. Queen of the Virgins examines the
journey of the black woman from degraded body to vaunted queen and how this progression is marked by
social unrest, growing middle-class sensibilities, and contemporary sexual and gender politics.
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From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important normally. The book Queen of the Virgins: Pageantry and Black Womanhood in
the Caribbean (Caribbean Studies Series) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Queen of the Virgins:
Pageantry and Black Womanhood in the Caribbean (Caribbean Studies Series) is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Queen of the Virgins:
Pageantry and Black Womanhood in the Caribbean (Caribbean Studies Series). You never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

John Dussault:

The reason? Because this Queen of the Virgins: Pageantry and Black Womanhood in the Caribbean
(Caribbean Studies Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item
but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Patricia Beall:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Queen of the Virgins: Pageantry and Black Womanhood in the Caribbean (Caribbean Studies Series) provide
you with a new experience in examining a book.

Michael Barth:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You can see that
now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for your
requirements is Queen of the Virgins: Pageantry and Black Womanhood in the Caribbean (Caribbean Studies



Series) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was
represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.
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