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Among Asian languages, Tibetan is second only to Chinese in the depth of its historical record, with texts
dating back asfar asthe eighth and ninth centuries, written in an alphabetic script that preserves the
contemporaneous phonological features of the language.

The Classical Tibetan Language is the first comprehensive description of the Tibetan language and is
distinctive in that it treats the classical Tibetan language on its own terms rather than by means of descriptive
categories appropriate to other languages, as has traditionally been the case. Beyer presents the language as a
medium of literary expression with great range, power, subtlety, and humor, not as an abstract object. He
also deals comprehensively with awide variety of linguistic phenomena as they are actually encountered in
the classical texts, with numerous examples of idioms, common locutions, tranglation devices, neologisms,
and dialectal variations.

"Beyer'swork isthe first grammar of classical literary Tibetan that adopts a genuinely fresh approach to the
language, abandoning the tired (and often inaccurate) conventions of Indo-European grammar that dominate
the availabl e textbooks. Though some of his conclusions and assertions may be controversial, Beyer forces
usto think about the distinctive features of Tibetan in a challenging and animated fashion. His many
examples, drawn from all branches of the literature, are superb.

"The fields of Buddhist Studies, Asian History, and Comparative Literature have all suffered as aresult of

the limited access to Tibetan primary sources. Beyer's book will significantly contribute to rectifying this
state of affairs."— Matthew Kapstein, Columbia University
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys thiskind of aren't like that. This SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan
Language book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer associated with SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language
content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the written content but it just different such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking SUNY Seriesin
Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

TamicaHarris;

The ability that you get from SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language may be the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan
Language giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having
thiskind of SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language instantly.

Charline Bynum:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get alot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein thisworld can
share their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world alwaystry to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language.

Joan Stump:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But aimost any people fedl that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The
Classical Tibetan Language or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe



students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes SUNY Seriesin Buddhist Studies: The Classical Tibetan Language to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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