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“Makes a powerful and convincing case for restoring John Dickinson to his rightful place in the first
rank of the Founders.” —The Washington Times 
 

The Cost of Liberty offers a sorely needed reassessment of a great patriot and misunderstood Founder.
 
It has been more than a half century since a biography of John Dickinson appeared. Author William
Murchison rectifies this mistake, bringing to life one of the most influential figures of the entire Founding
period, a principled man whose gifts as writer, speaker, and philosopher only Jefferson came near to
matching. In the process, Murchison destroys the caricature of Dickinson that has emerged from such
popular treatments as HBO’s John Adams miniseries and the Broadway musical 1776.
 
Dickinson is remembered mostly for his reluctance to sign the Declaration of Independence. But that
reluctance, Murchison shows, had nothing to do with a lack of patriotism. In fact, Dickinson immediately
took up arms to serve the colonial cause—something only one signer of the Declaration did. He stood on
principle to oppose declaring independence at that moment, even when he knew that doing so would deal the
“finishing blow” to his once-great reputation.
 
Dubbed the “Penman of the Revolution,” Dickinson was not just a scribe but also a shaper of mighty events.
From the 1760s through the late 1780s he was present at, and played a significant role in, every major
assemblage where the Founders charted America’s path—a claim few others could make. Author of the
landmark essays Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania, delegate to the Continental Congress, key figure
behind the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution, chief executive of both Pennsylvania and
Delaware: Dickinson was, as one esteemed historian aptly put it, “the most underrated of all the Founders.”
 
This lively biography gives a great Founder his long-overdue measure of honor.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Davis:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The
Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson. You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In
this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Ian Louviere:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
many people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a
book. Reading through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The
Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kelsey Palermo:

The particular book The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John Dickinson has a lot of information on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after perusing this book.

Jessie Henricks:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cost of Liberty: The Life of John
Dickinson can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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