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After Laura and Clare are abandoned by their mother, Felix is there to help, even to marry Laura if she will
have him. Little by little the two sisters grow complicit with his obsessions, his cruelty, his need to control.

Set in the leafy northern suburbs of Sydney during the 1940s, The Watch Tower is a novel of relentless and
acute psychological power.

Elizabeth Harrower was born in Sydney in 1928. Her first novel Down in the City was published in 1957,
and was followed by The Long Prospect a year later. In 1959 she began working for the ABC and as a book
reviewer for the Sydney Morning Herald. In 1960 she published The Catherine Wheel, the story of an
Australian law student in London, her only novel not set in Sydney. The Watch Tower appeared in 1966. She
was admired by many of her contemporaries, including Patrick White and Christina Stead, and is without
doubt among the most important writers of the postwar period in Australia. Elizabeth Harrower lives in
Sydney.

'Harrower's greatest novel [is] The Watch Tower (1966), the bitter story of two sisters, Laura and Clare, who
lose their parents and fall under the sway of Felix Shaw, an abusive and controlling drunk...[It is] her
masterpiece.' James Wood, New Yorker

'Haunting and delicate.' Kirkus Reviews

'This is a harrowing novel, relentless in its depiction of marital enslavement, spiritual self-destruction and the
exploited condition of women in a masculinist society...It is a brilliant achievement.' Washington Post

'Haunting...Harrower captures brilliantly the struggle to retain a self.' Guardian

'Elizabeth Harrower's thrilling 1966 novel The Watch Tower comes rampaging back from decades of
disgraceful neglect: a wartime Sydney story of two abandoned sisters and the arrival in their lives of Felix,
one of literature's most ferociously realised nasty pieces of work.' Helen Garner, Australian

'I read this book twice. Once for sheer pleasure - if pleasure can be the correct term for an experience that is
so distressing - and once for the purposes of this review...It left me with the strongest sense I have had for a
very long time of the infinite preciousness of consciousness, at whatever cost, and of our terrifying human
vulnerability.' Salley Vickers, Sydney Morning Herald

'A superb psychological novel that will creep into your bones.' Michelle de Kretser, The Monthly

'I read The Watch Tower with a mixture of fascination and horror. It was impossible to put down. I then read
all Harrower's novels: The Long Prospect (a prescient study of a relationship between a man and a clever but
unrecognised young girl), Down in the City and The Catherine Wheel. Her acute psychological assessments
are made from gestures, language and glances and she is brilliant on power, isolation and class.' Ramona
Koval, Australian

'To create a monster as continually credible, comic and nauseating as Felix is a feat of a very high order. But
to control that creation, as Miss Harrower does, so that Clare remains the centre of interest is an achievement



even more rare. The Watch Tower is a triumph of art over virtuosity...a dense, profoundly moral novel of our
time.' H.G. Kippax, Sydney Morning Herald, 19 November 1966

‘Beautifully written and a powerful commentary on the subjugation of women in the 1940’s both in the work
place and in the home, Harrower has created a complex array of characters. The psychological tight rope that
Laura and Clare must walk on a daily basis is deeply felt by the reader. The book is surely a mini-
masterpiece.’ Salty Popcorn
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Watch Tower: Text Classics. Try to the actual book The
Watch Tower: Text Classics as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Norma Lorentzen:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you
busy man? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question simply because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Watch
Tower: Text Classics to read.

Melvin Robinson:

This The Watch Tower: Text Classics is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Watch
Tower: Text Classics in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?

Haley Thacker:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. With the book
The Watch Tower: Text Classics we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being
creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this book The Watch Tower: Text Classics. You can more desirable than
now.



Download and Read Online The Watch Tower: Text Classics
Elizabeth Harrower #6C75EP02TYR



Read The Watch Tower: Text Classics by Elizabeth Harrower for
online ebook

The Watch Tower: Text Classics by Elizabeth Harrower Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read,
good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books
online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read
The Watch Tower: Text Classics by Elizabeth Harrower books to read online.

Online The Watch Tower: Text Classics by Elizabeth Harrower ebook PDF download

The Watch Tower: Text Classics by Elizabeth Harrower Doc

The Watch Tower: Text Classics by Elizabeth Harrower Mobipocket

The Watch Tower: Text Classics by Elizabeth Harrower EPub


