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This is the first biography of Captain Robert Ryder V.C., Royal Navy (1908-1986), one of the greatest naval
heroes of the Second World War. Ryder led the audacious raid on St Nazaire in March 1942 which
completely destroyed the port’s dry dock, depriving the German’s mighty pocket battleships of its use for the
remainder of the war. The raid was one of the most brilliantly-executed combined operations of the war,
much of the credit for which must go to Ryder’s outstanding planning and courageous leadership. He
received one of five Victoria Crosses awarded for the operation.

Although Ryder’s name will be forever linked with the raid on St Nazaire, the rest of his war service was no
less distinguished. Torpedoed in a ‘Q’ ship in 1940 he was rescued after clinging to a piece of wreckage for
four days. After St Nazaire, he was heavily involved in the planning of combined operations and took part in
the ill-fated raid on Dieppe. On ‘D’ Day he lead a naval assault party in the first wave of the invasion. For
the rest of the war Ryder commanded a destroyer on the Arctic convoys.

Ryder’s naval career before the war was, as The Times put it on his death, unorthodox. In 1933-34 he, as
captain, and four other young naval officers sailed the Tal-Mo-Shan, a 54 food ketch, from Hong Kong to
England via the Panama Canal in a voyage lasting exactly a year, an outstanding achievement. Recently
there has been press speculation that the voyage was a cover for naval espionage in Japanese waters. The
Tal-Mo-Shan herself has now acquired international celebrity as a result of her sail-on part in the Abba film
Mamma Mia. Between 1934 and 1937 Ryder served in the Antarctic as captain of the Penola, the base ship
of the British Graham Lane Expedition. His formidable navigation and seamanship was largely responsible
for the Penola, which was ill-adapted to polar conditions, surviving her ordeal intact. Ryder also took part in
some of the earliest ocean yacht races, including the second Fastnet race in 1926.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Lewis:

The book A Reluctant Hero: The Life of Captain Robert Ryder VC give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book A
Reluctant Hero: The Life of Captain Robert Ryder VC to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like open up and read a reserve A Reluctant Hero: The Life of Captain Robert Ryder VC.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this book?

Donald Freeman:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Reluctant Hero: The
Life of Captain Robert Ryder VC book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Carla Helton:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take A Reluctant Hero: The Life of Captain Robert
Ryder VC as your daily resource information.

Catherine Graziani:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this A Reluctant Hero: The Life of Captain
Robert Ryder VC reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation A Reluctant Hero: The Life of
Captain Robert Ryder VC as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book
that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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