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"Here Ervin and swim trainer and journalist Markides combine talents to create a biography that is part first-
hand narrative by Ervin, with Markides filling in the details and providing context. The formula works,
pulling readers into Ervin's experience of the thrill of victory and search for meaning....Featuring more depth,
breadth, truth, and the effects of reckless choices than found in traditional athlete biographies, this gripping
account is just in time for the gear up to the Rio 2016 Olympics. Readers will understand the psyche and life
of elite athletes as never before, then cheer Ervin on in his attempt to make another Olympic team."
--Library Journal

"A celebrated Olympian recounts how he rose to the top of his sport, crashed, and found redemption....This
book, which tells his story through a narrative that interweaves the former gold medalist's memories with
commentary by his friend and colleague Markides, reveals the extreme highs and lows that characterized
Ervin's remarkable life and career....The author never flinches at revealing his less-than-perfect past, and the
humility he demonstrates at coming to terms with his own egotism and personal shortcomings makes the
book frequently compelling. A provocative and refreshingly honest redemption memoir."
--Kirkus Reviews

"Markides smartly combines his own journalistic account with a parallel narrative in which Ervin...explains
his life and style. Some talents simply defy explanation, however, and Ervin may be in that category....The
story of his comeback at 31 (ancient for a swimmer) is rendered more amazing by the contrast with what
went before."
--Booklist

"Most memoirs from Olympians are puff pieces, ghost-written so blandly you fall asleep trying to make it to
the end of the first chapter. Chasing Water is the opposite of that, an intimate, visceral experience you will
appreciate."
--SwimSwam

Every four years in the Olympic cycle the surge of national interest in swimming grows, and with it a desire
to be captivated by its stars. This book tells the dramatic, surprising, and sometimes provocative path that
Anthony Ervin has taken to become one of those captivating Olympic heroes. Not your typical sports
memoir, Chasing Water also contains arresting black-and-white drawings and a graphic story extra, as well
as an inventive and mercurial narrative style that morphs chapter by chapter to reflect Ervin's restless,
multifaceted life.

Ervin won a gold medal at the 2000 Sydney Olympic Games at the age of nineteen. He is an athlete branded
with a slew of titles including being the first US Olympic swimmer of African American descent, along with
Jewish heritage, who also grew up with Tourette's syndrome. He shocked the sporting world by retiring soon
after claiming two world titles following the 2000 Olympics. Auctioning off his gold medal for charity, he
set off on a part spiritual quest, part self-destructive bender that involved Zen temples, fast motorcycles,
tattoo parlors, and rock 'n' roll bands. Then Ervin resurfaced in 2012 to not only make the US Olympic team
twelve years after his first appearance, but to continue his career by swimming faster than ever before, and
faster than anyone else. He is currently training for the 2016 Olympics in Rio.
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From reader reviews:

Roderick Donnell:

This Chasing Water: Elegy of an Olympian tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this Chasing Water: Elegy of an Olympian can be among the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Chasing
Water: Elegy of an Olympian forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Mary Blackwell:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Chasing Water: Elegy of an
Olympian is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Kyle Reese:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Chasing Water: Elegy of an Olympian was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Kaye Reynolds:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra
Chasing Water: Elegy of an Olympian.
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