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In our wired world, visual images of military conflict and political strife are ubiquitous. Far less obvious, far
more elusive, is how we see such images, how witnessing military violence and suffering affects us. Distant
Wars Visible brings a new perspective to such enduring questions about conflict photography and other
forms of visual advocacy, whether in support of U.S. military objectives or in critique of the nation at war.

At the book’s center is what author Wendy Kozol calls an analytic of ambivalence—a critical approach to
the tensions between spectacle and empathy provoked by gazing at military atrocities and trauma. Through
this approach, Distant Wars Visible uses key concepts such as the politics of recoil, the notion of looking
elsewhere, skeptical documents, and ethical spectatorship to examine multiple visual cultural practices
depicting war, on and off the battlefield, from the 1999 NATO bombings in Kosovo to the present.

Kozol’s analysis draws from collections of family photographs, human rights photography, independent film
production, photojournalism, and other examples of war’s visual culture, as well as extensive visual evidence
of the ways in which U.S. militarism operates to maintain geopolitical dominance—from Fallujah and Abu
Ghraib to the most recent drone strikes in Pakistan.

Throughout, Kozol reveals how factors such as gender, race, and sexuality construct competing
visualizations of identity in a range of media from graphic narrative and film to conflict photography and
battlefield souvenirs—and how contingencies and contradictions in visual culture shape the politics and
ethics of witnessing.
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From reader reviews:

Tiara Garcia:

The book Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) to
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about
a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a publication Distant Wars
Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Virginia Combs:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important normally. The book Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing
(Critical American Studies) has been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Distant Wars Visible: The
Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) is not only giving you much more new information
but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing
(Critical American Studies). You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Benjamin White:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing
(Critical American Studies) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Donald Edmond:

This Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) is great guide for
you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.



Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Distant Wars Visible: The Ambivalence of Witnessing (Critical American Studies) in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this can
be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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