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Fierce warriors and skilled craftsmen, the Celts were famous throughout the ancient Mediterranean world,
the archetypal barbarians from the north, feared by both Greeks and Romans. And though this ancient
thousand-year-old civilization was crushed by the military campaigns of Julius Caesar, the Celts remain an
object of fascination to this day. Now, in The Ancient Celts, Barry Cunliffe, one of the world's leading
authorities on European prehistory, explores the true nature of the Celtic identity and presents the first
thorough and up-to-date account of a people whose origins still provoke heated debate.
Drawing on a wealth of recent archaeological findings, Cunliffe reveals how this loose band of nomads
evolved from migratory barbarians into adroit traders and artists, inhabiting virtually every corner of Europe
north of the Po. Beginning in the Hungarian plains of 1300 B.C., where the first hints of Celtic culture can be
traced, the book shows how this fierce people slowly grew into one of Europe's most feared powers,
constantly raiding and threatening the empires of both Greece and the Rome. Cunliffe demonstrates how the
unprecedented Celtic diaspora gave way to the development of a number of mature, urban societies scattered
throughout the continent. The book pays ample tribute to Celtic economic prowess, revealing how the
civilization shrewdly took advantage of Europes tin, cooper, and gold resources to become both a respected
trading partner with Rome and a nation of skilled artisans who forged some of the greatest weaponry of pre-
antiquity. The book also describes the Celtss pantheistic religious traditions, with detailed accounts of
weapon burials, human sacrifices, and the meditative powers of the Druids, and it concludes with a look at
the influences of the Celtic mystique on the modern world, revealing how the concept of the Celt has been
used many times by nations in search for an identity.
From the Victorians glorification of Boudicca, to linguistic influences in Ireland and Britain, to the common
bond of Celtic ancestry that virtually every European shares, this comprehensive history demystifies the
world of the Celts as never before. A fascinating history blending insightful narrative with vivid detail, and
boasting over 200 illustrations--including 24 color plates--and 30 maps, The Ancient Celts is an
indispensable guide to this age-old, intriguing culture.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Ancient Celts is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Maria Gomez:

This The Ancient Celts are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Ancient Celts can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Ancient Celts giving you an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Scott Croft:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The Ancient
Celts.

Kevin Porter:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Ancient Celts can make you really feel more interested to read.
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