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Winner of the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for History

"Impressively researched and beautifully crafted…a brilliant account of slavery in Virginia during and after
the Revolution." —Mark M. Smith, Wall Street Journal

Frederick Douglass recalled that slaves living along Chesapeake Bay longingly viewed sailing ships as
"freedom’s swift-winged angels." In 1813 those angels appeared in the bay as British warships coming to
punish the Americans for declaring war on the empire. Over many nights, hundreds of slaves paddled out to
the warships seeking protection for their families from the ravages of slavery. The runaways pressured the
British admirals into becoming liberators. As guides, pilots, sailors, and marines, the former slaves used their
intimate knowledge of the countryside to transform the war. They enabled the British to escalate their
onshore attacks and to capture and burn Washington, D.C. Tidewater masters had long dreaded their slaves
as "an internal enemy." By mobilizing that enemy, the war ignited the deepest fears of Chesapeake
slaveholders. It also alienated Virginians from a national government that had neglected their defense.
Instead they turned south, their interests aligning more and more with their section. In 1820 Thomas
Jefferson observed of sectionalism: "Like a firebell in the night [it] awakened and filled me with terror. I
considered it at once the knell of the union." The notes of alarm in Jefferson's comment speak of the fear
aroused by the recent crisis over slavery in his home state. His vision of a cataclysm to come proved
prescient. Jefferson's startling observation registered a turn in the nation’s course, a pivot from the national
purpose of the founding toward the threat of disunion. Drawn from new sources, Alan Taylor's riveting
narrative re-creates the events that inspired black Virginians, haunted slaveholders, and set the nation on a
new and dangerous course.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Greenawalt:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled The Internal Enemy:
Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeffrey Lockwood:

The reason why? Because this The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and
War in Virginia, 1772-1832 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author
who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or
you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as
help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Raymond Childers:

The book untitled The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and War in
Virginia, 1772-1832 contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Myrtle Hamer:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia, 1772-1832: Slavery and
War in Virginia, 1772-1832 can make you feel more interested to read.
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