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This collection of nearly three hundred letters gives us the life of Elia Kazan unfiltered, with all the passion,
vitality, and raw honesty that made him such an important and formidable stage director (A Streetcar Named
Desire, Death of a Salesman), film director (On the Waterfront, East of Eden), novelist, and memoirist.

Elia Kazan’s lifelong determination to be a “sincere, conscious, practicing artist” resounds in these
letters—fully annotated throughout—in every phase of his career: his exciting apprenticeship with the new
and astonishing Group Theatre, as stagehand, stage manager, and actor (Waiting for Lefty, Golden Boy) . . .
his first tentative and then successful attempts at directing for the theater and movies (The Skin of Our Teeth,
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn) . . . his cofounding in 1947 of the Actors Studio and his codirection of the
nascent Repertory Theater of Lincoln Center . . . his innovative and celebrated work on Broadway (All My
Sons, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, J.B.) and in Hollywood (Gentleman’s Agreement, Splendor in the Grass, A
Face in the Crowd, Baby Doll) . . . his birth as a writer.

Kazan directed virtually back-to-back the greatest American dramas of the era—by Arthur Miller and
Tennessee Williams—and helped shape their future productions. Here we see how he collaborated with these
and other writers: Clifford Odets, Thornton Wilder, John Steinbeck, and Budd Schulberg among them. The
letters give us a unique grasp of his luminous insights on acting, directing, producing, as he writes to and
about Marlon Brando, James Dean, Warren Beatty, Robert De Niro, Boris Aronson, and Sam Spiegel, among
others. We see Kazan’s heated dealings with studio moguls Darryl Zanuck and Jack Warner, his principled
resistance to film censorship, and the upheavals of his testimony before the House Committee on Un-
American Activities.

These letters record as well the inner life of the artist and the man. We see his startling candor in writing to
his first wife, his confidante and adviser, Molly Day Thacher—they did not mince words with each other.
And we see a father’s letters to and about his children.

An extraordinary portrait of a complex, intense, monumentally talented man who engaged the political,
moral, and artistic currents of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Alvarado:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Selected Letters of
Elia Kazan to read.

Paul Leavens:

This The Selected Letters of Elia Kazan is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Selected Letters of Elia
Kazan can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to get
through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Joan Hanson:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top record in your reading list is The Selected Letters of Elia Kazan. This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this guide you can get many advantages.

Joshua Stpierre:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and The Selected Letters of Elia Kazan or maybe others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Selected Letters of Elia Kazan to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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