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An Ordinary Marriage is the story of the Chikhachevs, middling-income gentry landowners in nineteenth-
century provincial Russia. In a seemingly strange contradiction, the mother of this family, Natalia, oversaw
serf labor and managed finances while the father, Andrei, raised the children, at a time when domestic
ideology advocating a woman's place in the home was at its height in European advice manuals. But Andrei
Chikhachev defined masculinity as a realm of intellectualism; the father could be in charge of moral
education, defined as an intellectual task. Managing estates that often barely yielded a livable income was a
practical task and therefore considered less elevated, though still vitally important to the family's interests.
Thus estate management was available to gentry women like Natalia Chikhacheva, and the fact that it
inevitably expanded their realm of influence and opportunity (within the limits of their estates), and that it
increased their centrality to the family's material security relative to their social counterparts to the west, was
accidental.

An Ordinary Marriage examines the daily activities and ideas of the family based on multiple overlapping
diaries and informal correspondence by the husband, wife, and son of the family, as well as the wife's
brother. No such cache of intimate Russian family documents has ever previously been studied in such
depth. The family's relative obscurity (with no pretensions to fame, wealth, or influence) and the presence of
a woman's private documents are especially unusual in any context. The book considers the Chikhachevs'
social life, reading habits, attitudes toward illness and death, as well as their marital roles and their reception
of major ideas of their time, such as domesticity, Enlightenment, sentimentalism, and Romanticism.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Frazier:

The book untitled An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in Provincial Russia is the guide
that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a
person. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in
Provincial Russia from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Steven Murray:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a
Gentry Family in Provincial Russia can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Robert Quinonez:

This An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in Provincial Russia is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in Provincial Russia can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create
itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Ivan Dinkel:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the An Ordinary Marriage: The World of a Gentry Family in Provincial Russia
when you essential it?
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