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Henri Matisse devoted four years of his life to designing the Vence Chapel, his "crowning achievement," as
he himself stated on several occasions. Though the circumstances which led to the creation of this unique
building are well known--the project originated with Sister Jacques-Marie, who nursed the aging painter
back to health after his brush with death in 1942--the story of the Chapel's construction has long remained
shrouded in mystery.

Much of the material in this book is drawn from the Couturier Archives. The bulk of the archive consists of
the notes of Brother Louis-Bertrand Rayssiguier, the young Dominican monk who drew the plan of the
Chapel and worked closely with Matisse on all phases of its building and decorating. From December 1947
to June 1951, Rayssiguier met frequently with the artist and recorded their conversations verbatim. His notes
allow the reader to follow day by day the unfolding of one of the supreme masterpieces of religious art in the
twentieth century. Even more significantly, they give us a rare glimpse into the artist's private world. They
chronicle his disappointments and his moments of elation, his habits and his foibles, his reactions to
contemporary developments in the art world, as well as his deepest personal beliefs. Gifted with an unusually
keen sense of observation, Rayssiguier shows us Matisse at work as well as Matisse relaxing in the intimacy
of his own home.

Completing this invaluable record, the correspondence between Matisse and Father Marie-Alain Couturier,
the Dominican priest at the forefront of the post-World War II movement to commission works of religious
art from leading modern painters and sculptors, details the creation of the Chapel's most remarkable feature--
Matisse's bold stained-glass windows. An expert on stained glass and the chief editor of L'Art sacre, an
influential review devoted to religious art around the world, Courutier took care of all the logistical and
technical matters relating to these great windows. The numerous letters he and the artist exchanged are in
themselves a fascinating exchange on the art and the significance of modern stained glass.

This archive charts a unique journey to the heart of artistic creativity. The compilation of documents
published here for the first time in English is abundantly illustrated with sketches by Matisse and
photographic records that show the successive stages of the Chapel's completion.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a
Creation. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a book Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Dan Morris:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a
Creation as the daily resource information.

Frances Stone:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Lee Villegas:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Henri Matisse: The Vence Chapel: The Archive of a Creation this e-book consist a lot
of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer
made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.
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