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Farm workers were central to the development of Canada's prairie West. From 1878, when the first shipment
of prairie grain went to international markets, to 1929, when the Great Depression signalled the end of the
wheat boom, the role of hired hands changed dramatically. Prior to World War One, hired hands viewed
themselves and were treated in the rural community as equals to their farmer employers. Many were farmers
in training, informal apprentices who worked for wages so they could accumulate the capital and experience
needed to secure their own free 160-acre parcels of land. In later years, as free lands were taken, hired hands
increasingly faced the hkehhood of remaining waged labourers on the farms of others. They became
agricultural proletarians.

In this first full-length study of labour in Canadian prairie agriculture during the period of settlement and
expansion, Cecilia Danysk examines the changing work and the growing rural community of the West
through the eyes of the workers themselves. World War One was a catalyst in bringing into focus the
conflicting nature of labour-capital relations and the divergent aims of workers and their employers. Yet,
attempts at union organization were unsuccessful because most hired hands worked alone and because
governments assisted farmers by stifling such attempts. The workers' greatest form of workplace control was
to walk off one job and find another.

Previously published by McClelland & Stewart
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Harp:

The book Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social
History Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave
the best thing like a book Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930
(Canadian Social History Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social History
Series) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

David Munsch:

The event that you get from Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930
(Canadian Social History Series) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Hired
Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social History Series)
giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Hired Hands:
Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social History Series) instantly.

Christopher Arredondo:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Hired Hands: Labour and the
Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social History Series) is simple to create you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Oscar Jackson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930 (Canadian Social History
Series) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person
must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt



to change your life at this book Hired Hands: Labour and the Development of Prarie Agriculture, 1880-1930
(Canadian Social History Series). You can more desirable than now.
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