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A family seated round the fireplace
Singing and making merry;
A sprightly waltz played with grace

Noche Buena brings us all the magic of the Christmas season as seen through the eyes of the Hispanic
Americans who celebrate it. Christmas is at times a universal story, and many of the images here are
recognizable across cultures. We hear and see proud, joyful singing; the adoration of the Infant Jesus; and the
peaceful strains of Adeste Fidelis. But here as well are the rich traditions and legends specific to the Hispanic
culture, such as the celebration of the posadas for nine nights leading up to Christmas, with candy raining
down from colorful swinging piñatas, egg shells filled with confetti, and beautiful paper lanterns crafted to
illuminate the town on Christmas Eve. There is the "Legend of the Poinsettia" where a poor child
embarrassed by the modesty of his gift for the Christ Child sheds tears on the dull green leaves of the
familiar plant, thereby miraculously transforming them to a brilliant red. And here too are hopeful children
singing "If You Give Me Meat Pies," asking for the reward of warm meat pies and rice pudding in return for
their sweet caroling.
Thirty-six inspiring literary selections comprise this enchanting collection of works from Mexican,
Colombian, Cuban, and Puerto Rican writers--writers who represent the range of Hispanic minority groups
in the United States. Through these stories, traditional tales, songs, and poetry, readers gain a true
understanding of the importance of the Christmas holiday within the Hispanic community, and begin to
grasp the issues that inform the Hispanic American creative process--issues such as communal identity,
patriotism, poverty, assimilation, and religion. With vivid illustrations and original Spanish text for all
poetry, this fascinating anthology will inform readers of all cultural backgrounds, and give them the
opportunity to celebrate this cherished time with a newly extended family.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Jones:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Noche Buena: Hispanic American
Christmas Stories was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The book Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Noche
Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Kenisha Perkins:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas
Stories book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Richard Davy:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories book is readable
through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Noche
Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Melanie Roberts:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Noche Buena: Hispanic American
Christmas Stories can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Noche Buena: Hispanic American Christmas Stories.
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