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In this captivating yet troubling book, Ian Shapiro offers a searing indictment of many influential practices in
the social sciences and humanities today. Perhaps best known for his critique of rational choice theory,
Shapiro expands his purview here. In discipline after discipline, he argues, scholars have fallen prey to
inward-looking myopia that results from--and perpetuates--a flight from reality.

In the method-driven academic culture we inhabit, argues Shapiro, researchers too often make display and
refinement of their techniques the principal scholarly activity. The result is that they lose sight of the objects
of their study. Pet theories and methodological blinders lead unwelcome facts to be ignored, sometimes not
even perceived. The targets of Shapiro's critique include the law and economics movement, overzealous
formal and statistical modeling, various reductive theories of human behavior, misguided conceptual analysis
in political theory, and the Cambridge school of intellectual history.

As an alternative to all of these, Shapiro makes a compelling case for problem-driven social research, rooted
in a realist philosophy of science and an antireductionist view of social explanation. In the lucid--if biting--
prose for which Shapiro is renowned, he explains why this requires greater critical attention to how problems
are specified than is usually undertaken. He illustrates what is at stake for the study of power, democracy,
law, and ideology, as well as in normative debates over rights, justice, freedom, virtue, and community.
Shapiro answers many critics of his views along the way, securing his position as one of the distinctive social
and political theorists of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Buffington:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Herman Deans:

Why? Because this The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

John Harrison:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list will be The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Anthony Callahan:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this The Flight from Reality in the Human Sciences can make you sense more
interested to read.
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