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Just 28,000 years ago, the blink of an eye in geological time, the last of Neanderthals died out in their last
outpost, in caves near Gibraltar. Thanks to cartoons and folk accounts we have a distorted view of these
other humans - for that is what they were. We think of them as crude and clumsy and not very bright, easily
driven to extinction by the lithe, smart modern humans that came out of Africa some 100,000 years ago.

But was it really as simple as that? Clive Finlayson reminds us that the Neanderthals were another kind of
human, and their culture was not so very different from that of our own ancestors. In this book, he presents a
wider view of the events that led to the migration of the moderns into Europe, what might have happened
during the contact of the two populations, and what finally drove the Neanderthals to extinction. It is a view
that considers climate, ecology, and migrations of populations, as
well as culture and interaction.

His conclusion is that the destiny of the Neanderthals and the Moderns was sealed by ecological factors and
contingencies. It was a matter of luck that we survived and spread while the Neanderthals dwindled and
perished. Had the climate not changed in our favour some 50 million years ago, things would have been very
different.

There is much current research interest in Neanderthals, much of it driven by attempts to map some of their
DNA. But it's not just a question of studying the DNA. The rise and fall of populations is profoundly
moulded by the larger scale forces of climate and ecology. And it is only by taking this wider view that we
can fully understand the course of events that led to our survival and their demise. The fact that Neanderthals
survived until virtually yesterday makes our relationship with them
and their tragedy even more poignant. They almost made it, after all.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Scott:

The guide untitled The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Humans Who Went
Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Melvin Robinson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Humans Who Went Extinct:
Why Neanderthals died out and we survived that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Humans Who Went
Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived become your starter.

Tammy Jones:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals
died out and we survived why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Lisa Keener:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve The Humans Who Went Extinct: Why Neanderthals died out and we survived
was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you simply wanted.
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