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The open country of Texas between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande was sparsely settled through the
nineteenth century, and most of the settlers who did live there had Hispanic names that until recently were
rarely admitted into the pages of Texas history. In 1935, however, a descendant of one of the old Spanish
land-grant families in the region-a woman, no less-found an ingenious way to publish the history of her
region at a time when neither Tejanos nor women had much voice. She told the story from the perspective of
an ancient mesquite tree, under whose branches much South Texas history had passed. Her tale became an
invaluable source of folk history but has long been out of print. Now, with important new introductions by
Leticia M. Garza-Falcón and Andrés Tijerina, the history witnessed by El Mesquite can again inform readers
of the way of life that first shaped Texas. Through the voice of the gnarled old tree, Elena Zamora O'Shea
tells South Texas political and ethnographic history, filled with details of daily life such as songs, local plants
and folk medicines, foods and recipes, peone/patron relations, and the Tejano ranch vocabulary. The work is
an important example of the historical-folkloristic literary genre used by Mexican American writers of the
period. Using the literary device of the tree's narration, O'Shea raises issues of culture, discrimination, and
prejudice she could not have addressed in her own voice in that day and explicitly states the Mexican
American ideology of 1930s Texas. The result is a literary and historic work of lasting value, which clearly
articulates the Tejano claim to legitimacy in Texas history.

ELENA ZAMORA O'SHEA (1880-1951) was born at Rancho La Noria Cardenena near Peñitas, Hidalgo
County, Texas. A long-time schoolteacher, whose posts included one on the famous King Ranch, she wrote
this book to help Tejano children know and claim their proud heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

This El Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio
Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will
get. That El Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande
(Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) without we recognize teach the one who
studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry El Mesquite: A Story of the
Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands
Culture and Traditions) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This El Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish
Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and
Traditions) having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Tyrell Gutierrez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely El Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio
Grande (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions).

Eugene Obrien:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
El Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio
Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get just before. The El Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between
the Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?



Margaret Velasquez:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely El Mesquite: A Story of the Early Spanish Settlements Between the
Nueces and the Rio Grande (Rio Grande/Río Bravo: Borderlands Culture and Traditions). This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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