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A National Book Critics Circle Finalist for Criticism

A deeply Malcolmian volume on painters, photographers, writers, and critics.

Janet Malcolm's In the Freud Archives and The Journalist and the Murderer, as well as her books about
Sylvia Plath and Gertrude Stein, are canonical in the realm of nonfiction—as is the title essay of this
collection, with its forty-one "false starts," or serial attempts to capture the essence of the painter David
Salle, which becomes a dazzling portrait of an artist. Malcolm is "among the most intellectually provocative
of authors," writes David Lehman in The Boston Globe, "able to turn epiphanies of perception into
explosions of insight."

Here, in Forty-one False Starts, Malcolm brings together essays published over the course of several decades
(largely in The New Yorker and The New York Review of Books) that reflect her preoccupation with artists
and their work. Her subjects are painters, photographers, writers, and critics. She explores Bloomsbury's
obsessive desire to create things visual and literary; the "passionate collaborations" behind Edward Weston's
nudes; and the character of the German art photographer Thomas Struth, who is "haunted by the Nazi past,"
yet whose photographs have "a lightness of spirit." In "The Woman Who Hated Women," Malcolm delves
beneath the "onyx surface" of Edith Wharton's fiction, while in "Advanced Placement" she relishes the black
comedy of the Gossip Girl novels of Cecily von Zeigesar. In "Salinger's Cigarettes," Malcolm writes that
"the pettiness, vulgarity, banality, and vanity that few of us are free of, and thus can tolerate in others, are
like ragweed for Salinger's helplessly uncontaminated heroes and heroines." "Over and over," as Ian Frazier
writes in his introduction, "she has demonstrated that nonfiction—a book of reporting, an article in a
magazine, something we see every day—can rise to the highest level of literature."

One of Publishers Weekly's Best Nonfiction Books of 2013
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From reader reviews:

Ben Papenfuss:

This Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and
Writers can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
food but feed a person with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Helen Rios:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers.

Charlsie Sprouse:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be study.
Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.

Sean Mills:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists
and Writers to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea
about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it.
Beside that the publication Forty-one False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers can to be your brand new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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