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An extraordinary, literary memoir from a gay white South African, coming of age at the end of apartheid in
the late 1970s. Glen Retief's childhood was at once recognizably ordinary--and brutally unusual.

Raised in the middle of a game preserve where his father worked, Retief's warm nuclear family was a
preserve of its own, against chaotic forces just outside its borders: a childhood friend whose uncle led a death
squad, while his cultured grandfather quoted Shakespeare at barbecues and abused Glen's sister in an
antique-filled, tobacco-scented living room.

But it was when Retief was sent to boarding school, that he was truly exposed to human cruelty and frailty.
When the prefects were caught torturing younger boys, they invented "the jack bank," where underclassmen
could save beatings, earn interest on their deposits, and draw on them later to atone for their supposed
infractions. Retief writes movingly of the complicated emotions and politics in this punitive all-male world,
and of how he navigated them, even as he began to realize that his sexuality was different than his peers'.
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

The actual book The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to study, this book very suited to you. The book The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African
Childhood is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can quickly to read the book.

Wendy Ray:

The e-book with title The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood has a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge
the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.

Philip Newman:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood why
because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.

Kurt Bohnert:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South
African Childhood.
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