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It is startling and it is shaming: in a country that prides itself on being among the most enlightened in the
world, 25 million American adults cannot read the poison warnings on a can of pesticide, a letter from their
child’s teacher, or the front page of a newspaper. An additional 35 million read below the level needed to
function successfully in our society. The United States ranks forty-ninth among 158 member nations of the
UN in literacy, and wastes over $100 billion annually as a result. The problem is not merely an
embarrassment, it is a social and economic disaster.
 
In Illiterate America, Jonathan Kozol, author of National Book Award-winning Death at an Early Age,
addresses this national disgrace. Combining hard statistics and heartrending stories, he describes the
economic and the human costs of illiteracy. Kozol analyses and condemns previous government action—and
inaction—and, in a passionate call for reform, he proposes a specific program to conquer illiteracy.
 
One out of every three American adults cannot read this book—which is why everyone else must.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Allen:

This Illiterate America book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of
Illiterate America without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Illiterate America can bring once you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Illiterate America having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.

Edward Carter:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Illiterate America as the daily resource
information.

Edward Florez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read will be Illiterate America.

Terry Speller:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Illiterate America can be the respond to, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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