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Philoponus' on Aristotle Categories 1-5 discusses the nature of universals, preserving the views of Philoponus
teacher Ammonius, as well as presenting a Neoplatonist interpretation of Aristotle's categories. Philoponus
treats universal's as concepts in the human mind produced by abstracting a form or nature from the material
individual in which it hasits being.

The work isimportant for its own philosophical discussion and for the insight it sheds on its sources. For
considerable portions, on Aristotle Categories 1-5 resembles the wording of an earlier commentary which declares
itself to be an anonymous record taken from the seminars of Ammonius. Unlike much of Philoponus' later
writing, this commentary does not disagree with either Aristotle or Ammonius, and suggests the possibility
that Philoponus either had access to this earlier record or wrote it himself.

This edition explores these questions of provenance, alongside the context, meaning and implications of
Philoponus work. The English tranglation is accompanied by an introduction, comprehensive commentary
notes, bibliography, glossary of translated terms and a subject index. The latest volume in the Ancient
Commentators on Aristotle series, the edition makes this philosophical work accessible to a modern
readership.

Philoponus was a Christian writing in Greek in 6th century CE Alexandria, where some students of
philosophy were bilingual in Syriac as well as Greek. In this Greek treatise trandated from the surviving
Syriac version, Philoponus discusses the logic of parts and wholes, and he illustrates the spread of the pagan
and Christian philosophy of 6th century CE Greeks to other cultures, in this case to Syria.

Philoponus, an expert on Aristotle's philosophy, had turned to theology and was applying his knowledge of
Aristotle to disputes over the human and divine nature of Christ. Were there two natures and were they parts
of awhole, as the Emperor Justinian proposed, or was there only one nature, as Philoponus claimed with the
rebel minority, both human and divine? If there were two natures, were they parts like the ingredientsin a
chemical mixture? Philoponus attacks the idea. Such ingredients are not parts, because they each inter-
penetrate the whole mixture. Moreover, he abandons his ingenious earlier attempts to support Aristotle's
view of mixture by identifying ways in which such ingredients might be thought of as potentially preserved
in achemica mixture. Instead, Philoponus says that the ingredients are destroyed, unlike the human and
divinein Christ.

This English translation of Philoponus ' treatise is the latest volume in the Ancient Commentators on Aristotle
series and makes this philosophical work accessible to a modern readership. The tranglation in each volume
is accompanied by an introduction, comprehensive commentary notes, bibliography, glossary of trandated
terms and a subject index.
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From reader reviews:
Mary York:

The book with title Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the
Whole and the Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) has ot of information that you can understand it.
You can get alot of gain after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. Y ou can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Sang Weems:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Philoponus. On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with
Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the Whole and the Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle), you can
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh
come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

L ouise Guest:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
asin the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with
Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the Whole and the Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone.
Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Kayla France:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get
ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with
Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the Whole and the Parts (Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) to make
your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading talent is devel oping when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying
especialy. Itisto befirst opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the book
Philoponus: On Aristotle Categories 1-5 with Philoponus: A Treatise Concerning the Whole and the Parts
(Ancient Commentators on Aristotle) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse using



what must you're doing of thistime.
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