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When Maziar Bahari left London in June 2009 to cover Iran’s presidential election, he assured his pregnant
fiancée, Paola, that he’d be back in just a few days, a week at most. Little did he know, as he kissed her
good-bye, that he would spend the next three months in Iran’s most notorious prison, enduring brutal
interrogation sessions at the hands of a man he knew only by his smell: Rosewater.
 
For the Bahari family, wars, coups, and revolutions are not distant concepts but intimate realities they have
suffered for generations: Maziar’s father was imprisoned by the shah in the 1950s, and his sister by
Ayatollah Khomeini in the 1980s. Alone in his cell at Evin Prison, fearing the worst, Maziar draws strength
from his memories of the courage of his father and sister in the face of torture, and hears their voices
speaking to him across the years. He dreams of being with Paola in London, and imagines all that she and his
rambunctious, resilient eighty-four-year-old mother must be doing to campaign for his release. During the
worst of his encounters with Rosewater, he silently repeats the names of his loved ones, calling on their
strength and love to protect him and praying he will be released in time for the birth of his first child.
 
A riveting, heart-wrenching memoir, Rosewater offers insight into the past seventy years of regime change in
Iran, as well as the future of a country where the democratic impulses of the youth continually clash with a
government that becomes more totalitarian with each passing day. An intimate and fascinating account of
contemporary Iran, it is also the moving and wonderfully written story of one family’s extraordinary courage
in the face of repression.
 
“I really connected to Maziar’s story. It’s a personal story but one with universal appeal about what it
means to be free.”—Jon Stewart
 
“An important and elegant book . . . a prison memoir enlarged into a family history.”—The New Republic
 
“Clear and compelling . . . engaging and informative—a gripping tribute to human dedication and a cogent
indictment of a corrupt regime.”—Washington Independent Review of Books
 
“[Rosewater] is not only a fascinating, human exploration into Bahari’s personal experience . . . it also
provides insight into the shared experience of those affected by repressive governments
everywhere.”—Mother Jones

“A damning account . . . [Rosewater] turns a lens not only on Iran’s surreal justice system but on the history
and culture that helped produce it.”—The Washington Post
 
“[Rosewater] is a unique achievement. It is a story not just of political cruelty (a subject Bahari treats
movingly), but also about the two poles of Iranian political culture, bent together in upheaval.”—The



Guardian (UK)
 
“A beautifully written account of life in Iran, filled with insights not only into the power struggles and
political machinations but into the personal, emotional lives of the people living in that complicated country.
Maziar Bahari is a brave man and a wonderful storyteller.”—Fareed Zakaria

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Griffin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want sense happy read one using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Rosewater
(Movie Tie-in Edition): A Family's Story of Love, Captivity, and Survival is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Julie Kappel:

This Rosewater (Movie Tie-in Edition): A Family's Story of Love, Captivity, and Survival are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Rosewater
(Movie Tie-in Edition): A Family's Story of Love, Captivity, and Survival can be on the list of great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Rosewater
(Movie Tie-in Edition): A Family's Story of Love, Captivity, and Survival giving you an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your
day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Susan Padgett:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time to be go
through. Rosewater (Movie Tie-in Edition): A Family's Story of Love, Captivity, and Survival can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Beatrice Kennemer:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Rosewater (Movie Tie-in Edition): A
Family's Story of Love, Captivity, and Survival is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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