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The Lotus Sutra is arguably the most famous of all Buddhist scriptures. Composed in India in the first
centuries of the Common Era, it is renowned for its inspiring message that all beings are destined for
supreme enlightenment. Here, Donald Lopez provides an engaging and accessible biography of this enduring
classic.

Lopez traces the many roles the Lotus Sutra has played in its travels through Asia, Europe, and across the
seas to America. The story begins in India, where it was one of the early Mahayana sutras, which sought to
redefine the Buddhist path. In the centuries that followed, the text would have a profound influence in China
and Japan, and would go on to play a central role in the European discovery of Buddhism. It was the first
Buddhist sutra to be translated from Sanskrit into a Western language--into French in 1844 by the eminent
scholar Eugène Burnouf. That same year, portions of the Lotus Sutra appeared in English in The Dial, the
journal of New England's Transcendentalists. Lopez provides a balanced account of the many controversies
surrounding the text and its teachings, and describes how the book has helped to shape the popular image of
the Buddha today. He explores how it was read by major literary figures such as Henry David Thoreau and
Gustave Flaubert, and how it was used to justify self-immolation in China and political extremism in Japan.

Concise and authoritative, this is the essential introduction to the life and afterlife of a timeless masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

The book untitled The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a
nice learn.

Yvonne Casey:

You may get this The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.

Daniel Carter:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great
Religious Books) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Lotus
Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Bradley Printz:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of
Great Religious Books) to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a
book and read it. Beside that the book The Lotus Sutra: A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) can
to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of these time.
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