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In 1774 Mexico City leaders created the Mexico City Poor House—the centerpiece of a bold experiment
intended to eliminate poverty and impose a new work ethic on former beggars by establishing a forcible
internment policy for some and putting others to work. In Containing the Poor Silvia Marina Arrom tells the
saga of this ill-fated plan, showing how the asylum functioned primarily to educate white orphans instead of
suppressing mendicancy and exerting control over the multiracial community for whom it was designed.
For a nation that had traditionally regarded the needy as having the undisputed right to receive alms and
whose affluent citizens felt duty-bound to dispense them, the experiment was doomed from the start,
explains Arrom. She uses deep archival research to reveal that—much to policymakers’ dismay—the Poor
House became an orphanage largely because the government had underestimated the embeddedness of this
moral economy of begging. While tracing the course of an eventful century that also saw colonialism give
way to republicanism in Mexico, Arrom links the Poor House’s transformation with other societal factors as
well, such as Mexican women’s increasing impact on social welfare policies.
With poverty, begging, and homelessness still rampant in much of Latin America today, this study of
changing approaches to social welfare will be particularly valuable to student and scholars of Mexican and
Latin American society and history, as well as those engaged in the study of social and welfare policy.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Glover:

Here thing why this specific Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 giving
you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 in e-book can be your option.

Numbers Harless:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Containing the Poor: The
Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Catherine Mejia:

Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Containing the Poor:
The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-1871 but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Laura Ide:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774-
1871 why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense



will directly show you to pick up this book.
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