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In 1909 Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, on his way back to South Africa from London, wrote his now
celebrated tract Hind Swaraj, laying out his vision for the future of India and famously rejecting the
technological innovations of Western civilization. Despite his protestations, Western technology endured and
helped to make India one of the leading economies in our globalized world. Few would question the
dominant role that technology plays in modern life, but to fully understand how India first advanced into
technological modernity, argues David Arnold, we must consider the technology of the everyday.
 
Everyday Technology is a pioneering account of how small machines and consumer goods that originated in
Europe and North America became objects of everyday use in India in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. Rather than investigate “big” technologies such as railways and irrigation projects, Arnold
examines the assimilation and appropriation of bicycles, rice mills, sewing machines, and typewriters in
India, and follows their impact on the ways in which people worked and traveled, the clothes they wore, and
the kind of food they ate. But the effects of these machines were not limited to the daily rituals of Indian
society, and Arnold demonstrates how such small-scale technologies became integral to new ways of
thinking about class, race, and gender, as well as about the politics of colonial rule and Indian nationhood.
 
Arnold’s fascinating book offers new perspectives on the globalization of modern technologies and shows us
that to truly understand what modernity became, we need to look at the everyday experiences of people in all
walks of life, taking stock of how they repurposed small technologies to reinvent their world and themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Owen Bourne:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Everyday Technology: Machines and the Making of India's Modernity
(science.culture) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book possesses high quality.

Jessica Rodriguez:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Everyday Technology: Machines and the Making of India's
Modernity (science.culture) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will
not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Albert Matthews:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Everyday Technology: Machines and the Making of India's
Modernity (science.culture) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Michele Williams:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Everyday Technology: Machines and the
Making of India's Modernity (science.culture) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a
look at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This
specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your
friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Everyday Technology: Machines and the Making of India's Modernity
(science.culture).
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