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John Carpenter's Halloween, released on October 25, 1978, marked the beginning of the horror film's most
colorful, controversial, and successful offshoot--the slasher film. Loved by fans and reviled by critics for its
iconic psychopaths, gory special effects, brainless teenagers in peril, and more than a bit of soft-core sex, the
slasher film secured its legacy as a cultural phenomenon and continues to be popular today.
This work traces the evolution of the slasher film from 1978 when it was a fledgling genre, through the early
1980s when it was one of the most profitable and prolific genres in Hollywood, on to its decline in popularity
around 1986. An introduction provides a brief history of the Grand Guignol, the pre-cinema forerunner of the
slasher film, films such as Psycho and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre, and cinematic trends that gave rise to
the slasher film. Also explained are the slasher film's characteristics, conventions, and cinematic devices,
such as the "final girl," the omnipotent killer, the relationship between sex and death, the significant date or
setting, and the point-of-view of the killer. The chapters that follow are devoted to the years 1978 through
1986 and analyze significant films from each year. The Toolbox Murders, When a Stranger Calls, the Friday
the 13th movies, My Bloody Valentine, The Slumber Party Massacre, Psycho II, and April Fool's Day are
among those analyzed. The late 90s resurrection of slasher films, as seen in Scream and I Know What You
Did Last Summer, is also explored, as well as the future direction of slasher films.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Shiner:

The guide untitled Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986 is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film,
1978 to 1986 from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Perry Payne:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986 why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Harriet Dupree:

You can get this Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986 by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book
by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.

Alyson Ward:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as
of book Going to Pieces: The Rise and Fall of the Slasher Film, 1978 to 1986. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot
to other place.
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