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Winner of the EDRA book prize for 2012.

In cities around the world, individuals and groups are reclaiming and creating urban sites, temporary spaces
and informal gathering places. These ‘insurgent public spaces’ challenge conventional views of how urban
areas are defined and used, and how they can transform the city environment. No longer confined to
traditional public areas like neighbourhood parks and public plazas, these guerrilla spaces express the
alternative social and spatial relationships in our changing cities.

With nearly twenty illustrated case studies, this volume shows how instances of insurgent public space occur
across the world. Examples range from community gardening in Seattle and Los Angeles, street dancing in
Beijing, to the transformation of parking spaces into temporary parks in San Francisco.

Drawing on the experiences and knowledge of individuals extensively engaged in the actual implementation
of these spaces, Insurgent Public Space is a unique cross-disciplinary approach to the study of public space
use, and how it is utilized in the contemporary, urban world. Appealing to professionals and students in both
urban studies and more social courses, Hou has brought together valuable commentaries on an area of
urbanism which has, up until now, been largely ignored.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Fischer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Insurgent Public
Space: Guerrilla Urbanism and the Remaking of Contemporary Cities? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Doris Avey:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Insurgent Public Space: Guerrilla Urbanism and the Remaking of Contemporary Cities.

Richard Mendoza:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be study. Insurgent Public Space: Guerrilla Urbanism and the Remaking of Contemporary Cities can
be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and Insurgent Public Space: Guerrilla Urbanism and the
Remaking of Contemporary Cities as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
or students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Insurgent Public Space: Guerrilla Urbanism and the
Remaking of Contemporary Cities to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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