
The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of
Mortal Remains

Thomas W. Laqueur

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B014EE0STK
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B014EE0STK
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=B014EE0STK


The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains

Thomas W. Laqueur

The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains Thomas W. Laqueur

The Greek philosopher Diogenes said that when he died his body should be tossed over the city walls for
beasts to scavenge. Why should he or anyone else care what became of his corpse? In The Work of the Dead,
acclaimed cultural historian Thomas Laqueur examines why humanity has universally rejected Diogenes’s
argument. No culture has been indifferent to mortal remains. Even in our supposedly disenchanted scientific
age, the dead body still matters—for individuals, communities, and nations. A remarkably ambitious history,
The Work of the Dead offers a compelling and richly detailed account of how and why the living have cared
for the dead, from antiquity to the twentieth century.

The book draws on a vast range of sources—from mortuary archaeology, medical tracts, letters, songs,
poems, and novels to painting and landscapes in order to recover the work that the dead do for the living:
making human communities that connect the past and the future. Laqueur shows how the churchyard became
the dominant resting place of the dead during the Middle Ages and why the cemetery largely supplanted it
during the modern period. He traces how and why since the nineteenth century we have come to gather the
names of the dead on great lists and memorials and why being buried without a name has become so
disturbing. And finally, he tells how modern cremation, begun as a fantasy of stripping death of its history,
ultimately failed—and how even the ashes of the victims of the Holocaust have been preserved in culture.

A fascinating chronicle of how we shape the dead and are in turn shaped by them, this is a landmark work of
cultural history.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains book is readable
by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
connected with The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal
Remains is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sandra Murray:

Precisely why? Because this The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Alan Dean:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This e-book The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains was filled
concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Royce Britton:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on
this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this The Work of the Dead: A Cultural History of Mortal Remains can make you experience more



interested to read.
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