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Until yesterday, no society had seen marriage as anything other than a conjugal partnership: a male-female
union. What Is Marriage? identifies and defends the reasons for this historic consensus and shows why
redefining civil marriage is unnecessary, unreasonable, and contrary to the common good.

Originally published in the Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy, this book’s core argument quickly
became the year’s most widely read essay on the most prominent scholarly network in the social sciences.
Since then, it has been cited and debated by scholars and activists throughout the world as the most
formidable defense of the tradition ever written. Now revamped, expanded, and vastly improved, What Is
Marriage? stands poised to meet its moment as few books of this generation have.

Rhodes Scholar Sherif Girgis, Heritage Foundation Fellow Ryan T. Anderson, and Robert P. George offer a
devastating critique of the idea that equality requires redefining marriage. They show why both sides must
first answer the question of what marriage really is. They defend the principle that marriage, as a
comprehensive union of mind and body ordered to family life, unites a man and a woman as husband and
wife, and they document the social value of applying this principle in law.

Most compellingly, they show that those who embrace same-sex civil marriage leave no firm
ground—none—for not recognizing every relationship describable in polite English, including polyamorous
sexual unions, and that enshrining their view would further erode the norms of marriage, and hence the
common good.

Finally, What Is Marriage? decisively answers common objections: that the historic view is rooted in
bigotry, like laws forbidding interracial marriage; that it is callous to people’s needs; that it can’t show the
harm of recognizing same-sex couplings, or the point of recognizing infertile ones; and that it treats a mere
“social construct” as if it were natural, or an unreasoned religious view as if it were rational.

If the marriage debate in America is decided soon, it will be with this book’s help or despite its powerful
arguments.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Lacher:

The event that you get from What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense is a more deep you looking the
information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read it
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this specific What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A
Defense instantly.

Donald Dickens:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense as your
daily resource information.

James Alvarez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping What Is Marriage?: Man and
Woman: A Defense that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense
become your personal starter.

Jason Valladares:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books
in the top record in your reading list will be What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense. This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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